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Putuo District has launched an in-
novative scheme to appoint a district 
director and senior officials as invest-
ment promotion staff to further improve 
the region’s business environment.

According to the new scheme, the di-
rector serves as a team leader for Putuo’s 
investment promotion affairs. Deputy 
directors and senior officials lead seven 
investment promotion groups to serve 
companies in the fields they take charge 
of.

“the district’s officials are familiar 
with the fields they take responsibility 
and can coordinate different government 

departments to solve problems for the 
companies more efficiently,” said Li 
Gang, director of Putuo’s investment 
promotion office.

the specialized teams focus on quality 
foreign investment and the district’s key 
industries, such as intelligent software, 
research and development service and 
fintech. Application procedures have 
been further streamlined for enterprises 
with reduction on materials and time. 
Some companies can even finish regis-
trations online, according to the district 
government.

Jiang Dongdong, acting director of 
Putuo, said the investment promotion 
and optimizing business environment 

are the top agenda for the Putuo govern-
ment. ten companies signed contracts 
with the district’s investment promotion 
office, finance office and taopu Smart 
City to base their businesses in Putuo 
on January 3.

Rhenus Automotive, a renowned Ger-
man vehicle investment company, is 
among those who inked contracts with 
Putuo. the hi-tech firm’s clients include 
global brands such as BMW, Rolls-Royce 
and Mercedes Benz. the district’s in-
vestment promotion team visited the 
headquarters of the German company in 
June 2019. After rounds of negotiation, 
the company finally decided to register 
its Chinese businesses in Putuo.

oneSmart education group, a famous 
local children’s education institute, be-
comes another beneficiary of Putuo’s 
new scheme. 

the startup firm established in 2008 
has had nearly 200 education institutes. 
As it seeks further expansion, the long 
application process for each new school 
became a major bottleneck for its 
development. 

the investment promotion team coor-
dinated the education and industry and 
commerce authorities to open a one-stop 
application window at the city’s educa-
tion commission for the company. the 
application for 50 new schools across the 
city can be finished within a year.

District to implement latest blueprint after 
completing 2019 development objectives
Yang Jian

Putuo Acting Director Jiang Dongdong 
says the district has completed the ob-
jectives and development tasks it set out 
in 2019.

the government’s work report re-
vealed that Putuo’s regional economy 
remained stable and performed better 
than expected, with the district-level fis-
cal revenue turning over 11 billion yuan 
(uS$1.59 billion). 

the three key industries — intelligent 
software, research and development ser-
vice and fintech — increased by 2.68 
percentage points to 16.65 percent in the 
district-level tax revenue.

Putuo reinforced its quality develop-
ment, accelerated construction in key 
regions, enhanced urban planning and 
management, while improving people’s 
living condition, Jiang said.

Among several key projects, the first 
phase of the China-Israel Innovation Hub 
(Shanghai) has officially been launched 
at taopu Smart City. the International 
Innovation Center of tsinghua univer-
sity Shanghai was unveiled in August to 
help boost regional scientific innovation 

and economic and social development. 
Putuo also released its “3+5+X” in-

dustrial supportive policies, opened its 
industrial innovation center and became 
one of the first districts to demonstrate 
5G communication technology. twenty-
five 5G applications in 11 fields have 
been launched to improve the residents’ 
convenience, enjoyment and safety.

Key office buildings in Putuo generated 
an average tax revenue of 2,600 yuan per 
square meter last year, the same as 2018. 
twenty-three buildings had revenues of 
over 100 million yuan. 

the district’s foreign investment has 
increased by 19.5 percent while two ad-
ditional multinational enterprises chose 
to base their headquarters in Putuo.

Construction of key projects, such 
as the taopu Smart City, along with 
its greenbelt and international school, 
Zhenru Subcenter, Shanghai fintech in-
dustrial cluster region and Changshou 
Business District, also got underway.

overhead cables have been moved 
underground on road sections stretch-
ing 12 kilometers in the district. New 
roads have been built along with a major 

drainage system to prevent a deluge dur-
ing rainy seasons.

to improve the environment, Putuo 
has removed 19 buildings and struc-
tures along the waterfront of Suzhou 
Creek, while the amount of flying dust 
in the region has dropped to 4.1 tons per 
square meter per month from 4.5.

over 200,000 square meters of 
greenbelt has been built, along with a 8.2-
kilometer-long pedestrian path through 
the trees, and seven subdistricts and 
towns have been chosen garbage-sorting 
demonstration zones.

Putuo has installed 409 additional 
senior-care beds and 97 beds for those 
with dementia. three day-care centers 
have been built for the elderly along with 
10 canteens for seniors. 

Putuo has also established an educa-
tion league with neighboring cities in 
the Yangtze River Delta region to im-
prove education and boost tis integrated 
development.

the district government signed an 
agreement in october with Suzhou in 
neighboring Jiangsu Province, Jiaxing 
in Zhejiang Province and Wuhu in Anhui 

Province. the cities will share reform 
experiences regarding the gaokao (col-
lege entrance exam), modern school 
construction, training for headmasters 
and teachers, as well as conduct social 
practices across the region.

Jiang also looked at the development 
blueprint for 2020 and pointed out that 
Putuo is eying more innovative en-
trepreneurship environment and key 
projects.

Putuo has launched its latest version 
of reform plan to further optimize its 
business environment. the 3.0 plan al-
lows all kinds of issues to get resolved at 
its administrative service center and will 
promote 24-hour convenient store-like 
services for companies.

Among the district’s major projects, 
the taopu Central Greenbelt will com-
plete its second phase underground 
construction. the urban village inside 
the former tongchuan Road Fish Market 
will get renovated. 

Additional cultural projects will be 
built for the fintech area. Construction 
will also start on the Baocheng Bay wa-
terfront along the Suzhou Creek. 

New director role to improve business environment

5G launched at •	
Global Harbor Mall 
Government officials unveil the district’s 
5G program at the Global Harbor Mall to 
kick off a new round of applications based 
on 5G technology. The aim is to improve 
the residents’ convenience, enjoyment and 
safety. The 25 applications cover 11 fields 
such as shopping, traffic, garbage sorting 
and medical services. Over 700 5G base 
stations have been installed to cover the 
district. At the Global Harbor Mall, a major 
site for Putuo to promote 5G, unmanned 
cleaning vehicles sweep the floors and 
collect garbage across the city’s largest 
shopping complex. Artificial intelligence 
has replaced staffed customer services. A 
“facial emotion recognition system” can 
analyze customers’ preferences so sales 
staff can offer tailored services. Robots 
patrol the mall to ensure safety, as well as 
guide drivers to find their cars in parking 
garages. — Ti Gong


