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P
utuo District is mak-
ing steady progress on 
several urban renewal 
campaigns and a num-

ber of new innovation parks.
The northwest downtown 

district is focusing on reno-
vating its old residential 
neighborhoods and a series of 
micro-revamping to improve 
the living standards and condi-
tions of its residents. 

But that’s not all. 
The opening of the Chi-

na-Israel Innovat ion Hub 
(Shanghai) in Putuo on Decem-
ber 5 has become a major step 
in promoting the scientific and 
technological advancement of 
both nations. 

The International Innovation 
Center of Tsinghua University 
Shanghai unveiled on August 
31 in Putuo is expected to help 
boost regional scientific inno-
vation as well as economic and 
social development.

“Putuo is striving to conquer 
difficulties, benefit its citizens 
and abandon its former ‘old and 
big’ image to become a beautiful 
district,” said Cao Liqiang, Party 
Secretary of Putuo.

In one campaign, Putuo re-
solved a major headache for 
residents in building waste and 
garbage treatment. 

The city’s comprehensive 
service hotline, 12345, re-
ceived over 600 complaints 
about random waste building 
debris left lying around after 
renovation work. This has long 
plagued the old local residential 
communities. 

The general building de-
bris mainly included sand, 
stone lumps and abandoned 
timber.

In China, a homebuyer usually 
gets a complete but undecorated 
apartment from a property de-
veloper and then has to furnish 
it. 

Waste building materials 
poses a threat to the environ-
ment if it is not treated and 
disposed of immediately be-
cause locals tend to dump their 
household trash on the debris, 
causing neighborhood tension 
in the community.

Cao led an initiative to remove 
18,000 tons of building waste 
and garbage within 11 days. 

The district also issued a rule 
to assign several tasks to related 
government bodies. 

Now many garbage stations 
for building waste have been 
built in old communities. And, 
thanks to these efforts, com-
plaints on the issue dropped 
by 34 percent in October and 
disputes were resolved within 
two days.

Over 500 officials from Putuo 
government were told to visit 
their designated neighborhood 
committees once a month to 
resolve long-term problems for  
residents.

“Putuo was once described 
‘big but old’ because of its 
large number of old residential 
communities and sanitation 

problems,” Cao said. “The 
government promises to keep 
improving the living environ-
ment of local citizens.”

The ongoing renovation in 
Caoyang Community, China’s 
first worker’s residence in 
Putuo, has become a demonstra-
tion of the city’s urban renewal 
campaign.

The community, covering 
two square kilometers, sprung 
up in 1951 as a home to model 
workers and a forerunner 
to other workers’ districts 
that were built nationwide to 
accommodate a growing work-
force during a period of rapid 
industrialization.

As the first “new community” 
in Shanghai that opened up to 
the outside world, it received 
more than 300,000 people from 
over 150 countries. High-rank-
ing visitors included former US 
President Richard Nixon. How-
ever, as the population aged, the 

high-rise buildings which were 
once a source of great pride be-
came a source of distress.

The government resolved 
these problems by undertak-
ing a micro-revamping facelift 
to improve the residents’ living 
environment without damag-
ing the protected status of the 
historical structures. Stair-
ways were widened and made 
less steeper to make it safer 
and more convenient for the 
elderly. 

Former communal kitchens 
and toilets have been renovat-
ed into private facilities, while 
some public space has been 
divided to ensure every house-
hold has its own private kitchen 
and toilet.

The government listened 
to every household prior to 
the renovation project and of-
fered a tailored solution to any 
problems. 

The historical layout and 
appearance of the community 

has been preserved while the 
residents’ living standards have 
been improved.

Last year Putuo put plans in 
place to develop 40 landscape 
streets across the district. 

The project improved the 
pavement areas and green-
ery while adding additional 
plazas and pocket parks to 
neighborhood entrances and 
backstreets.

“The whole micro-revamping 
campaign resolved difficulties 
for the citizens and involved 
them in the projects,” Cao 
said.

The building facelift program 
is just one of several projects 
the city has launched as Putuo 
contributes to Shanghai’s ambi-
tion of becoming a scientific and 
innovation center with global 
influence.

Twenty companies or institu-
tions, 10 of them from Israel, 
are based at the China-Israel 
Innovation Hub, on the former 

Putuo will have 
a thorough 
transformation 
to become the 
growth pole 
of Shanghai’s 
scientific and 
innovation center.

Cao Liqiang
Party Secretary of  
Putuo District

Evolving into center of scientific innovation

Taste of •	
culture at 
mini expo
Residents are attracted 
to sample the imported 
products at the China 
Consumer Expo in Taopu 
Town. Over 100 products 
from 15 countries were 
presented as well as 
culture and experiencing 
zones where visitors 
could learn about the 
different nations and taste 
their delicacies. More 
such miniature import 
expos will be held at local 
communities. — Ti Gong

Shanghai Hero Pen Factory site 
in the northwest downtown area, 
now renamed Hero World.

Leading Israeli incubators, 
such as Ehealth and Trendlines, 
which focus on medical and 
agri-food tech, will operate at 
Taopu Smart City, serving high-
tech and startup firms.

Eighteen preferential policies 
in nine categories have been 
released to further benefit com-
panies at Taopu Smart City. 

The companies that move 
into the hub before the end of 
this year can enjoy lease and 
tax reductions and subsidies 
for office decoration, while 
foreign professionals can 
claim housing allowances and 
awards.

The hub will become an 
important platform for innova-
tive cooperation, research and 
development, incubation and 
transformation between China 
and Israel. 

“Both sides will focus on 
industries such as artificial 
intelligence, robotics, biophar-
maceutical, life science, fintech 
and Internet safety,” Cao said.

The first phase of the hub has 
been completed on the former 
site of Shanghai’s Hero Pen Fac-
tory, which dates back to the 
1930s.

It offers 1,500 square meters 
of exhibition space and another 
1,500 square meters of support 
facilities and 4,500 square me-
ters of office space.

The second phase will be ex-
panded to the top plaza by 2021. 
It will feature about 50,000 
square meters of offices and 
over 10,000 square meters of 
apartments.

The hub can be further ex-
panded to other sites at the 
smart city based on demand.

“In the future, Putuo will con-
centrate on the Taopu Smart City 
and China-Israel Innovation 
Hub, as well as develop three 
major industries on intelligent 
manufacturing, research and 
development services and fin-
tech to drive the development 
of Putuo,” Cao said. “Putuo will 
have a thorough transforma-
tion to become the growth pole 
of Shanghai’s scientific and in-
novation center.”

Putuo’s Party Secretary Cao Liqiang (right) talks about the district development plans in a recent 
interview by Radio Shanghai. — Ti Gong


