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The companies looking to 
grow from Shanghai base

China-Israel Innovation Hub marks a milestone in scientific research
Yang Jian

A 
scientific innovation milestone 
was marked between two nations 
at the launch of the China-Israel 
Innovation Hub (Shanghai) yes-

terday in Putuo District.
The opening of the innovation hub is a 

major step in Shanghai’s implementation 
of a national strategy to promote Chinese 
and Israeli scientific and technological 
innovation. 

Twenty companies or institutions, 10 
of them from Israel, will be based at the 
China-Israel Innovation Hub, on the for-
mer site of Shanghai Hero Pen Factory in 
northwest downtown, now renamed Hero 
World.

Leading Israeli incubators, such as 
Ehealth and Trendlines, which focus on 
medical and agri-food tech, will operate at 
the hub in the under-construction Taopu 
Smart City, serving Israeli high-tech and 
startup firms.

Both incubators, among the 19 registered 
with the Israeli Innovation Authority, were 
attracted to the hub by the large market 
and strong production ability of China, 
said Qiang Hao, deputy general manager 
with the Shanghai Taopu Smart City De-
velopment Construction Co.

China’s Vice President Wang Qishan 
signed the China-Israel Innovation Coop-
eration Action Plan (2018-2021) during a 
visit to Israel in October last year.

IPR Protection
To attract more innovative firms to the 

hub, the Putuo district government has 
launched an intellectual property bureau 
within the hub to help protect the intel-
lectual property rights of the innovation 
and startup firms.

A professional team with the bureau will 
work with companies in the hub and offer 
direct services and protection, said Wang 
Jianzhong, deputy director of the district’s 
market supervision bureau.

The intellectual property bureau will 
work with Shanghai’s trademark and 
patent authority to offer legal consulta-
tion, patent analyzing and application 
services.

Putuo aims to develop the innovation 
hub into a demonstration zone on the pro-
tection of intellectual property rights in 
Shanghai and China.

The district also established an invest-
ment foundation totaling 150 million yuan 
(US$21.4 million) to assist startup firms 
get off the ground within the hub.

“Many mature technology firms, espe-
cially those about to be listed, can easily 
attract local investors, but those at the early 
stage of their development lack support,” 
said Li Wenbo, director of Putuo’s science 
and technology commission. The founda-
tion, initiated by the district government, 
will mainly help those companies.

Eighteen preferential policies in nine 
categories will soon be released to further 
benefit the companies, Li added.

The companies and institutions that 
move into the hub before the end of 2019, 
for instance, can enjoy reductions on lease 
and tax, as well as subsidies for office dec-
oration, while foreign professionals can 
claim housing subsidies and awards.

Qiang said the innovation hub aims 
to attract 60 high-tech companies from 
across the world within three years.

“A large swathe of new technology and 
innovative products are expected to enter 
the market and benefit locals from the 
hub,” Qiang said.

An innovative system will be formed 
in the park that is in line with interna-
tional standards and is conducive to the 

transformation of scientific and techno-
logical achievements. 

A series of research findings will be 
transformed into commercial products 
and a cluster of influential brands will 
be created by the China-Israel innovation 
exchange.

The hub is within Taopu Smart City, a 
former industrial park being developed 
into a high-end business district featuring 
the latest technology, a green environment 
and innovation.

The hub is expected to make Putuo’s 
Taopu area on a par with Zhangjiang Tech-
nology City in the Pudong New Area as a 
key center for the development of Shanghai 
as a technology and innovation center.

Three phases
The blueprint reveals the innovation 

park will be developed in three phases.
The first phase of the hub has been com-

pleted on the former site of Shanghai’s 
Hero pen factory, which dates back to the 
1930s. 

It offers 1,500 square meters of exhibi-
tion space and service center, and another 
1,500 square meters of support facilities 
and 4,500 square meters of office space.

The second phase will be expanded to 
the Top Plaza by 2021. It will feature about 
50,000 square meters of offices and over 
10,000 square meters of apartments.

The hub can be further expanded to 
other sites at the smart city based on de-
mand, the Putuo government said.

To support the companies based in 
the innovation hub, Putuo will accelerate 
infrastructure construction around the 
center to improve the environment, along 
with up-market commercial, talent apart-
ments, education and medical services, 
ecological construction and community 
centers.

Putuo will drive an in-depth cooperation 
with the East China Normal University, 
the Chinese Academy of Sciences and the 
Weizmann research center, the University 
of Haifa and the Hebrew University of Jeru-
salem on talent training, joint laboratories 
and industry research institutes.

A one-stop service station will help Is-
raeli startup projects set up base in the 
city and to lure quality professionals.

Meanwhile, the innovation hub in Shang-
hai has launched an overseas office in Tel 
Aviv, Israel. 

The newly launched office, or Shanghai 
Innovation Center, in Tel Aviv will work 
with the hub’s other two Israeli offices, 
later to be set up in Haifa and Beersheba, 
to help exchange and transfer technology 

Trendlines
Trendlines, the world’s famous Israeli 

incubator that focuses on the fields of 
medical and agri-food technology, is 
among the first cluster of enterprises to 
make a base at the China-Israel Innova-
tion Hub (Shanghai) in Putuo District.

Todd Dollinger, chairman & CEO of the 
company, has just celebrated both the 
founding of the company’s local branch 
and the birth of his granddaughter in 
Tel Aviv.

Several weeks before his first visit to 
China in 1987, his youngest daughter 
was born. During his visit to Putuo last 
month, his daughter gave birth to pres-
ent him with a granddaughter.

“While my family has grown and suc-
ceeded, so has our relationship with 
China. We will continue to create and 
develop together,” Dollinger said.

The Trendlines Group’s mission is to 
create and develop companies to improve 
the human condition. It invests in the life 
sciences, specifically in medical device 
and agritech and food technologies.

The innovation investors of the group 
are now searching for suitable needs in 
their fields and invent or acquire the 
technology to build businesses, the 
founder of the company said.

As a latest agritech project under co-
operation with Chinese investors and 
partners, a recirculation aquaculture 
system has been developed to save over 
90 percent of water and largely increase 
an economic benefit for farmers.

Last year, the incubator started 10 new 
companies. Since the establishment of 
the group in 2007, more than 90 com-
panies have been launched in Israel and 
Singapore.

“The importance of Shanghai in world 
commerce is clear to all. As we continue 
to build our business in China, Shanghai 
is an obvious location for The Trendlines 
Group,” said Dollinger. 

Dollinger says Shanghai boasts abun-
dant medical equipment and leading 
medical teams, while provides a favor-
able environment for innovation in the 
medical field. 

“Putuo’s commitment to relation-
ship building has impressed us since 
we first began discussing cooperation,” 
Dollinger said.

“We see much that we can achieve 
together in building up Israeli, Singa-
porean, and Chinese companies,” he 
added.

Dollinger says the company’s suc-
cess has been built upon successful 
partnering — with multi-national cor-
porations, inventors, entrepreneurs, 
universities and research institutions, 
investors and now the Shanghai and 
Putuo governments.

Shanghai-Haifa Data  
Coordinating Center

After retiring as director of the Uni-
versity of Haifa in Israel, David Faraggi, 
64, decided to become an entrepreneur 
in Shanghai.

His startup health project, the Shang-
hai-Haifa Data Coordinating Center, is 
one of the first companies at the China-
Israel Innovation Hub. The center was 
launched in Putuo District on Sunday.

The center led by Faraggi, a joint effort 

between the East China Normal Univer-
sity and the Haifa university, will employ 
bio-statisticians, computer scientists and 
data managers from both nations.

“We’ve got a lot of support from the 
Shanghai government, including gener-
ous allowances to run the project,” said 
Faraggi.

He said the city government is pro-
viding not only the physical facilities, 
but also legal, financial and marketing 
support.

Faraggi’s center, based on the innova-
tive eMODUS (electronic management 
of data universal system) platform, is 
expected to fill a shortfall in Shanghai’s 
clinical trial date services.

Faraggi expects a great market po-
tential amid the rapid development of 
China’s domestic biopharmaceutical 
sectors.

“Now we are looking for partners to 
engage in the market and start using the 
platform to provide services,” Faraggi 
said.

LeapLearner
Ami Dror is the founder and CEO of 

LeapLearner, a Shanghai-based educa-
tion technology company.

He was the former head of security for 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu and a diplomat in Israel’s Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.

Founded three years ago, his company 
was China’s first startup firm jointly es-
tablished by Israeli and Chinese people. 

The company currently has 150 em-
ployees and offers online courses to 
children on computer programming and 
innovative thinking.

“Hopefully, the company will grow rap-
idly to have over 1,000 employees with 
tens of thousands of children not only 
taking our remote lessons about coding 
but also learning the Israeli principles of 
innovation and critical thinking,” Dror 
said.

“I like to solve problems and I usually 
start enterprises that can solve these 
problems. Of course, many of them 
failed,” said Dror, who loves to run in his 
leisure time. “Passion creates time and I 
can run companies all around the world 
only because of one thing — passion.”

XPAND 3D, Dror’s first company in 
2005, developed 3D technology for cin-
ema and home entertainment and was a 
great success. The motivation was simple, 
said Dror — he loved movies and wanted 
the cinema to be a little better.

Later he set up a medical devices com-
pany, Amblyz, in 2014 to help children 
with amblyopia, because he found a 
better method of treatment that would 
make  kids happier.

About three years ago, he came 
to Shanghai with his wife, Noa, and 
their three kids and started to build 
LeapLearner, to teach children from 6 
to 18 the art of computational think-
ing from the comfort of their homes, 
or via the online LeapLearner learning 
centers.

Dror believes that coding is the lan-
guage of artificial intelligence and 
should be learned by everyone in the 21st 
century if they don’t want to be eventu-
ally replaced by AI.

(Bob Yang)

The final contest of the third China-Israel Innovation and Entrepreneurship Contest was held yesterday in Shanghai’s Putuo District along with the grand opening of the 
China-Israel Innovation Hub (Shanghai). The opening of the hub marks a major step in Shanghai’s implementation of a national strategy to promote Chinese and Israeli 
scientific and technological innovation. — Ti Gong 

A model of office buildings inside the 
China-Israel Innovation Hub (Shanghai)

Above: The China-Israel Innovation Hub 
(Shanghai) is based on the former site 
of Shanghai Hero Pen Factory in Putuo 
District. Right: The Taopu central green 
land avails a beautiful environment for 
Taopu Smart City, home to the newly 
unveiled innovation hub. — Ti Gong

with the base in Putuo.
The new office will endeavor to seek, 

research, match, transfer, incubate, invest 
and industrialize startup projects and new 
technology between the two countries. 

Israel’s new-technology industries 
have been developing rapidly, especially 
in electronics, intercommunications, 
computer software, medical devices and 
biotechnology.

Against the backdrop of a US$1 trillion 
Belt and Road Initiative, China has main-
tained in-depth cooperation with Israel.

Nearly 100 scientific innovation co-
operation projects have been conducted 
between universities and research insti-
tutes in Shanghai and Israel.

Putuo has been striving to create a 
cooperative and innovative business en-
vironment for Israeli enterprises.

In December 2018, Putuo hosted the 
China-Israel Innovation and Entrepreneur-
ship Contest, covering life sciences, smart 
manufacturing and information and com-
munication technology. 

The final contest of the third China-
Israel Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
Contest was held yesterday along with the 
grand opening of the hub. 

Three Israeli startup firms have been 
selected from the 19 entries covering life 
science, intelligent technology and clean-
ing technology.

Nearly 1,000 representatives from com-
panies, institutions and governments took 
part in the event and exchanged with the 
winning startups to help convert the in-
novative technologies.

An “Innoweek” Sino-Israel cooperation 
exhibition on innovation was held on the 
sideline of the opening ceremony of the 
hub to showcase the projects from 31 
Israeli and Chinese exhibitors in 1,200 
square meters of exhibition space.

Putuo aims to create a “special industry 
cluster on artificial intelligence” and an 

“international smart city.”
The smart city covering about 7.9 square 

kilometers will feature 2.08 million square 
meters of commercial and office facili-
ties, 760,000 square meters of scientific 
research centers along with 1.1 million 
square meters of high-end residential 
areas, according to the officials.


