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District reaping benefits of successful CIIE
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Several foreign companies 
have signed agreements to set 
up headquarters and open new 
businesses in Putuo District on 
the back of the second China 
International Import expo.

One business agreement in-
volves a robotic retail project, 
jointly developed by China and 
Germany, which will be initially 
launched in Putuo.

The economic promotion 
bureau of the German city of 
Krefeld signed an agreement 
with Putuo’s foreign investment 
promotion center and the com-
merce commission to jointly 
develop an economic coopera-
tion platform between China 
and the european country.

The new retail project, based 
on artificial intelligence and 
robots, is the result of the ongo-
ing CIIe, the Putuo government 
revealed.

The CIIe is a good platform 
for German companies to learn 
about Chinese market demands 
and the promotion of their 
products, said the authorized 
representative of Krefeld’s 
economic promotion center, 
andreas Struwe, who added the 
center will invite more German 
enterprises to take part in the 
CIIe next year.

Krefeld was once at the West-
ern end of the ancient Silk road 
400 years ago.

“We have a long history with 
China and hope we will have a 
great future,” Struwe said.

Putuo hosted an investment 
promotion meeting last Friday 
to attract foreign investment on 
the sideline of the CIIe.

Bob Yang

The Universal Software Park 
in Putuo District celebrated its 
15th anniversary on Monday by 
awarding leading enterprises 
based in the park.

The Universal industrial park, 
developed by the Putuo govern-
ment in 2004 in Changzheng 
Town in northwest Shanghai, 
has ambitions to become a 
high-tech industrial base in the 
Yangtze river Delta region.

The park has attracted a large 
swathe of high-tech companies 
in animation and gaming, fi-
nancial technology, Internet 
film, intelligent manufacturing 
and big data.

Fast development
Thanks to the services pro-

vided by park operators, the 
total production value of the 
area has been increased 100 
fold in the last 15 years. 

There are now almost 1,000 
companies based in the park, 
including 10 listed enterprises, 
said Song Zheng, the park’s gen-
eral manager.

The park was only about 

12,000 square meters when it 
was initially built on November 
11, 2004. Nowadays, it has nine 
sites with a total office space of 
300,000 square meters and has 
generated tax revenues of 1.6 
billion yuan (US$228 million) 
with over 20,000 employees.

Gu Jun, deputy director of 
Putuo, is responsible for op-
timizing the environment 
and services by renewing the 
park’s core section to meet the 
demands of professionals on 
residence permits, housing and 
children’s education.

Gu believes the park’s op-
erators need to broaden their 

international horizon and im-
prove professional capabilities 
to enhance cooperation with 
international innovation plat-
forms and attract high-tech 
foreign companies.

Those based in the park have 
been reluctant to move else-
where since its grand opening. 

To answer rising demand, the 
park has developed an affiliated 
Universal technology plaza, 
huada technology and innova-
tion building, Prona plaza and 
an intelligent manufacturing 
and robotics industrial park. 

The southern and northern 
expansions of Universal park 

are also under construction. 
“We’re willing to develop along 
with the Universal park,” said 
Zhang Junbo, general manager 
of Unity Technologies China.

‘Unity Harbor’
The US computer software 

giant who created the world’s 
most widely used real-time 3D 
platform has based its Shanghai 
branch within Universal park.

The park’s operators have set 
aside one of the office buildings 
in the park “Unity harbor” to 
attract computer companies 
on engine research and devel-
opment, game development, 
testing, operation and publish-
ing. a lot of companies in the 
same industry have gathered 
in the park. and several busi-
nesses have managed to find 
suitable clients and suppliers 
from their nearby neighbors.

The park operators have de-
veloped a Universal space where 
white-collar workers can chat 
with friends or clients over a 
cup of coffee. various salons 
and training exercises are also 
being held in the 200-square-

Over 150 officials, from for-
eign consulates, chambers of 
commerce and companies in 
Shanghai, attended the meet-
ing. Delegates from 10 countries 
and regions, including  Canada, 
Columbia, New Zealand and the 
United States, visited an exhibi-
tion at the Universal Software 
Park and Changfeng Business 
District to listen to the latest 
economic and urban develop-
ment plans in the district.

Ten agreements, including a 
tripartite understanding with 
the Krefeld City, were inked at 
the promotion meeting.

Q-Tech, a subsidiary of Swed-
ish industrial giant atlas Copco, 
signed an agreement with the 
Changfeng Business District to 
set up its operation and sales 
headquarters in Changfeng, the 
birthplace of China’s modern 
industries.

“Officials within the busi-
ness district actively offer help 
and solutions on talent, apart-
ments and investment, which 
reinforce our determination to 
set up headquarters in Chang-
feng,” said Zhang Ning, a senior 
official with Q-Tech.

Taopu and Zhenru towns, 

who are conducting rapid urban 
development projects, also 
signed contracts with compa-
nies from Belgium, Canada and 
Germany.

Taopu, a former chemical 
industry company base, is re-
developing itself into the Taopu 
Smart City, an eco-friendly busi-
ness district.

 Zhenru is about to develop 
into one of Shanghai’s major 
subcenters with prosperous 
business, high-end communities 
and a fast transport system.

Putuo attracted 258 foreign 
projects in 2018 totaling a 

Business representatives listen attentively to Putuo’s development plan as the district braced 
up to attract investors during the second China International Import Expo which concluded last 
week. — Ti Gong

meter space.
a U-time project has been 

initiated, featuring voluntary 
services, clubs, as well as recre-
ational and even matchmaking 
events. a U-pioneer volunteer 
team often visits the elderly 
and launches energy-saving 
or environmentally friendly 
promotions.

a book club has also been 
arranged to encourage white-
collar workers to read or watch 
movies during their noon break 
while psychological counseling 
and fitness guides are provided 
in the park.

The park has won numerous 
awards during its 15 years of 
development. recently it was 
listed among Shanghai’s top 
20 creative cultural enterprise 
brands for 2018.

The winning companies were 
selected from 77 nominators 
through recommendations 
and online polls. They in-
cluded the city’s time-honored 
brands, cultural parks and 
companies in the manufac-
turing, service, technology, 
culture and retail industries.

Universal Software Park

foreign investment of US$1.9 
billion.

Over 5,000 company officials 
attended the CIIe to make pur-
chases, a 45 percent increase 
over last year, said Jiang Dong-
dong, deputy Party secretary of 
Putuo.

The transaction amount of 
Putuo companies exceeded that 
of the first CIIe in 2018.

The district offers tailored 
services to major buyers at the 
expo, including German whole-
saler Metro aG and supermarket 
giant Carrefour. Many private, 
foreign and small and medium 
enterprises have been invited 
to attend the expo as potential 
buyers.

Putuo government rec-
ommended the reg ion’s 
world-leading enterprises, in-
cluding Schneider electric Sa 
and Nalco China, to join the 
CIIe promotion meeting held by 
the Shanghai government.

The district also prepared 
three sightseeing routes for 
exhibitors to learn about the 
district’s core industry, cul-
tural heritage and future 
development.

The guided tours, along with a 
series of investment promotion 
events, aim to further promote 
the business environment of 
Putuo and strengthen exchange 
between the district and trade 
groups at the expo.

The routes include Suzhou 
Creek Culture and Fashion 
Zone, Fintech Park, M50 art hub, 
Jade Buddha Temple and inno-
vative projects such as Taopu 
Smart City and the China-Israel 
(Shanghai) Innovation hub.


