
China-Israel hub launches office in Tel Aviv
Yang Jian

C
hina-Israel Innovation 
Hub (Shanghai) has 
launched an overseas 
office in Tel Aviv, Israel, 

following a scientific innova-
tion collaboration exhibition 
between the two countries.

The hub is based at Taopu 
Smart City in Putuo District at 
Hero World, the renovated for-
mer site of the Shanghai Hero 
Pen Factory, one of China’s 
time-honored brands.

The newly launched office, 
or Shanghai Innovation Center, 
in Tel Aviv will work with the 
hub’s other two Israeli offices, 
later to be set up in Haifa and 
Beersheba, to help exchange 
and transfer technologies with 
the hub in Putuo.

The new office will endeav-
or to seek, research, match, 
transfer, incubate, invest and 
industrialize startup projects 
and new technologies between 
the two countries.

The office was unveiled at 
“Innoweek,” the first Sino-Is-
rael cooperation exhibition on 
innovation. 

Over 150 companies, govern-
ment bodies, industrial parks, 
universities and research 

Bob Yang

PuTuO District Adminis-
trative Service Center has 
opened an integrated service 
window for new companies 
to apply for license, taxation 
invoice and other one-stop 
services.

Local taxation departments 
have been working with the 
district-level administrative 
service centers and market 
supervision bureaus to offer 
convenient services to the 
new enterprises.

About 30,000 new en-
terprises in the city have 
solved their issues through 
the one-stop windows since 
the practice was launched in 
April. At the Putuo service 
center new companies are 
expected to finish applica-
tion procedures within 15 
minutes.

Li Haodong, legal repre-
sentative of Putuo-based 
Shanghai Huishuo Informa-
tion Technology Company, 
said he finished registration 
for his startup firm through 
a single window at the ad-
ministrative service center.

“I was almost deterred 
when being told it was quite 
complicated to register a new 
company,” Li said. “But the 
service from the Putuo gov-
ernment has been beyond 
my expectation.” 

Li opened a software 

company to help foreign-
ers study Chinese amid the 
nation’s “mass entrepre-
neurship and innovation” 
campaign.

A “service package” tai-
lored for new businesses has 
been prepared at the “one-
stop window” of   the Putuo 
administrative service cen-
ter, said Zhou Dan, who is in 
charge of the Taxation Service 
Department of the Taxation 
Bureau of Putuo District. It 
includes providing assistance 
for company registration, li-
cense application, tax issues 
and invoice claims.

Going fast
“That means a newly es-

tablished enterprise can 
complete all the matters 
through a single window, 
while the whole process usu-
ally takes about 15 minutes,” 
she said.

Previously, the tax authori-
ties of Putuo, Hongkou and 
Jinshan districts initially 
moved its tax service win-
dow into the administrative 
service center. Companies 
were able to have their issues 
solved through multiple win-
dows in the single service 
center.

From April this year, the 
service has been upgraded 
from a single center to the 
current a single window. 

There are 44 business 
windows in the tax service 
area, covering more than 
200 tax-related businesses. 
Companies can complete 
their issues at anyone of the 
windows. 

Twenty-four self-service 
tax machines have also been 
installed at the center for 
taxpayers to resolve issues. 
Service staff are on hand in 
the lobby to help taxpayers 
find the fastest solution to 
solve their problems.

Jiang Xiaojun, deputy di-
rector of the Putuo District 
Taxation Bureau, said a 
number of “special teams” 
have been established to 
offer better services. A “Tax 
Reduction New Policy Ex-
pert Group,” for instance, 
will help to solve difficult 
problems.

A maintenance team will 
ensure the efficient opera-
tion of the tax window. A 
mobile preview team will 
check customers in waiting 
areas, while other special-
ized teams will provide 
bespoke services. 

In the next step, the city’s 
tax authority plans to up-
grade the taxation service 
area at   the districts’ admin-
istrative service centers 
into a comprehensive cen-
ter. It is expected to resolve 
any tax-related and invoice 
management issues.

institutes from the two nations 
displayed their cooperation 
and joint achievements at the 
exhibition.

“Innoweek,” jointly orga-
nized by China Science and 
Technology Exchange Center, 
Israel-China Innovation League 
and the Israel Innovation Au-
thority, attracted over 5,000 
visitors.

A n  i n n ov at i on  a n d 

entrepreneursh ip contest 
among Chinese and Israeli 
companies was also launched 
during the exhibition. 

The final of the competi-
tion will be held in Putuo in 
December.

Startup firms in artificial 
intelligence, intelligent manu-
facturing, life science and 
ecological and environmen-
tal protection from Israel are 

among the competitors. 
The contest has attracted 

over 400 Israeli startup firms 
and will become an important 
bridge to link up with the Chi-
nese market.

Israeli incubators Trendlines 
and StartupEast, China’s Nation-
al Eastern Tech-Transfer Center 
and PricewaterhouseCoopers 
have signed contracts to set up 
bases at the Putuo innovation 

center and will serve the Yang-
tze River Delta area and radiate 
across China.

The hub is also expected to 
drive Taopu Smart City in Putuo 
to be on a par with the Zhangji-
ang Science City in Pudong as 
a key hub in the western down-
town area for the development 
of Shanghai as a technology and 
innovation center.

Israel’s new-technology in-
dustries have been developing 
rapidly, especially in electron-
ics, intercommunications, 
computer software, medical 
devices and biotechnology.

China has remained in touch 
with Israel’s industrial innova-
tion and shared a common goal 
in business.

Nearly 100 scientific innova-
tion cooperation projects have 
been conducted between uni-
versities and research institutes 
in Shanghai and Israel.

Putuo has been striving to 
create a cooperative and innova-
tive business environment for 
Israeli enterprises.

In December 2018, Putuo 
hosted a China-Israel Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship Contest 
covering life sciences, smart 
manufacturing and information 
and communication technology.

One-stop service speeds up 
district registration process

The Tel Aviv office of the China-Israel Innovation Hub (Shanghai) is launched in Israel during an 
exhibition about the collaboration on scientific innovation between the two countries. — Ti Gong

Elite 10k •	
race shows 
off best of 
Putuo culture
Around 7,000 runners from 
both home and abroad 
take part in the Shanghai 
International Elite 10k Race 
on October 20 at Changfeng 
Ecological Business Hub 
in Putuo District. The race 
showcased the best of the 
city culture, enhanced Putuo’s 
influence and promoted 
the Shanghai International 
Marathon. Runners got the 
chance to see old industrial 
heritage along the race route, 
including former factories 
that produced matchboxes 
and ajinomoto, the Jackie 
Chan Film Gallery and the 
exhibition hall of Suzhou 
Creek’s industrial past.  
— Ti Gong
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