
Tuesday 15 October 2019 Shanghai Daily8 putuo special

Bob Yang

The Taopu heRO Innovation hub in 
Putuo District, renovated from Shang-
hai’s prestigious hero pen factory, has 
won a major global architectural award 
for its innovative design.

The former site of the factory, dating 
back to the 1930s, is being developed 
as an innovation hub for Chinese and 
Israeli companies and will serve as the 
first phase of the China-Israel (Shanghai) 
Innovation hub.

The ongoing project won the MIPIM 
Asia Awards 2019 as the Best Futura 
Project, a category for developments al-
ready in progress or beginning soon.

It is the second time the eye-catching 
project has won a global architectural 
award. In July, the innovation park was 
nominated at the World Architecture 
Festival, known as the Oscars of the ar-
chitecture sector.

Preservation of 21,000 square meters 
of former factory houses will be complet-
ed this month. The industrial heritage is 
also being developed into an AI park by 
the Putuo District government and the 
Lingang Group.

The MIPIM originated in europe in 
1991 and has become the world’s leading 
property exhibition. It brings together 
the most influential players from all in-
ternational property sectors, including 

Yang Jian

P
utuo officials and residents cel-
ebrated National Day on October 
1 by watching a live broadcast of 
the parade at Tian’anmen Square 

in Beijing and sharing their feelings on 
the pageantry.

More than 100,000 military and civil-
ian participants gathered at the heart 
of the capital on the morning of Octo-
ber 1 for the military parade and mass 
pageantry to celebrate the 70th anniver-
sary of the People’s Republic of China. 
President Xi Jinping made a speech and 
reviewed the armed forces.

Putuo Party Secretary Cao Liqiang, Di-
rector Zhou Minhao and other officials 
listened to the speech and watched the 
live broadcast.

“Putuo will further enhance the sat-
isfaction, happiness and security of its 
residents,” Cao said.

The Premier International Cinema at 
the Global harbor Mall presented a 4K 
high-definition live broadcast of the pa-
rade. Many residents braved the rain to 
watch the pageantry at the theater.

“I was too excited and got up at 6am to 
come to the cinema to watch the parade,” 
said Sun Jieke. he arrived at the cinema 
an hour early for fear that typhoon Mitag 
might disrupt the traffic.

Residents, volunteers and residential 
committee officials gathered at the 
community activity room at Caoyang 
Community to watch the broadcast. 

Zheng Cuiping, a model worker among 
the first batch of residents in the Caoy-
ang Community, China’s first workers’ 
community built in the 1950s, watched 
the parade with tears in her eyes.

“We can feel the tremendous changes 

Hero development something to write home about 

Live broadcast from Beijing inspires officials 
and residents as they gather in celebration

of our country through the improved en-
vironment of the community and living 
standards in the past seven decades,” 
Zheng said.

Residents in Zhenru Town gathered 
at a public canteen to watch the parade 
together. Li Zuntai, who was born on Oc-
tober 1, 1949, the same day the People’s 

People across Putuo District watch a live broadcast of the military parade at 
Tian’anmen Square on October 1 to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the founding 
of the People’s Republic of China. — Ti Gong

The closing ceremony of the 2019 Suzhou Creek Culture and Art Festival was held 
on October 11 as part of the National Day celebrations. — Ti Gong

Republic of China was founded, said 
people’s lives have been enriched with 
the development of the country. 

“I always feel proud to have my birth-
day on the National Day,” she added.

Meanwhile, photo exhibitions, singing 
concerts, birthday parties and running 
races were held across Putuo to celebrate 
National Day.

The Information Office of Putuo 
launched a short video about the 
district’s achievements in economic de-
velopment, social welfare and scientific 
innovation in the past seven decades.

A painting and calligraphy exhibi-
tion at the Liu haisu Art Museum Putuo 
branch displayed over 200 artworks 
from over 150 artists about China’s great 
achievements.

Residents in Changzheng Town were 
encouraged to take part in a singing 
competition of patriotic songs, while 70-
year-olds in Taopu Town were invited to 
a group birthday party.

Around 500 employees of local busi-
nesses competed in a relay race at the 
city’s largest downtown public green-
belt in Taopu Smart City in Putuo to 
celebrate National Day and the area’s 
redevelopment.

The closing ceremony of the 2019 Su-
zhou Creek Culture and Art Festival was 
held on October 11 as part of the National 
Day celebrations. Singing, dances, stage 
dramas, martial arts and traditional Chi-
nese opera shows showcased the great 
achievements of Putuo and improvement 
of people’s living condition in the last 
seven decades. Over 1,200 performers and 
audiences sang a patriotic song together 
to mark the closing of the annual culture 
and art festival at the end of the event.

office, residential, retail, health care, 
sport, logistics and industry.

The Asia Awards have attracted over 
26,800 architects from some 3,800 in-
stitutes from over 100 countries and 
regions since it was launched in 2007. 
The 13th MIPIM Awards ceremony will 
be held in hong Kong in November, when 
the Putuo project will be granted the 
winning certificate.

Designed by the US ennead Architects, 
the Taopu heRO Innovation hub pre-
serves and renovates the historical factory 
buildings of the former pen company. The 
newly built structures will be harmoni-
ously mixed with the preserved buildings, 
while technological and innovative con-
cepts are involved in the project.

The hero Pen Factory was established 
in October 1931 as a key representative 
of China’s manufacturing capabilities. 
The gold fountain pens made there 
were once presented as national gifts to 
foreign leaders. The site of the factory 
features industrial building styles from 
the 1950s to the 1990s.

Fifteen structures have been pre-
served, while two office buildings at 150 
meters and 90 meters tall will be built 
among them.

The historical buildings will house the 
first batch of enterprises in the innova-
tion park. The structure of the buildings 

at 127 Qilianshan Road are being rein-
forced but their historical appearance 
retained. 

One has become an exhibition hall 
displaying plans for the surrounding 
Taopu Smart City, a developing business 
district featuring smart and innovative 
enterprises.

The exhibition will be upgraded for 
the innovation park. It will feature digi-
tal facilities as well as conference and 
exhibition spaces highlighting the cul-
tural and scientific exchanges between 
China and Israel.

During the renovation, 
Internet of Things tech-
nology will link lighting, 
energy, elevator control 
and environmental moni-
toring. Through big data 
algorithms and cloud 
download technology, 
office intelligent control, 
conferences, exhibitions, 
business and public ser-
vices will be upgraded.

The first pilot project 
is being carried out at 
the hero World industrial 
heritage site. Based on 
core Welink technology 
from Tencent, a safe and 
flexible Internet of Things-

like operating system, a smart building 
network platform featuring artificial in-
telligence, algorithm identification and 
cloud computing will be created.

The initial smart building application 
will be conducted at the No. 15 building 
on the site.

Twenty vertical systems such as el-
evators, lighting, air-conditioning and 
security have been connected to the sys-
tem. electronic fences, fire identification, 
intelligent energy efficiency, intelligent 
conferences and facial recognition will all 
be involved in the redesigned building.

The No. 15 building  of Taopu HERO Innovation Hub


