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3D artificial intelligence applications deal is inked

City, Tsinghua launch innovation center in 
Putuo to boost science, economy and society

Bob Yang 

Putuo District is to work with a leading 
Chinese technology firm to jointly de-
velop new three-dimensional artificial 
intelligence applications.

Putuo signed a cooperative contract 
with Shenzhen-based orbbec, a unicorn 
enterprise in the AI industry, at the clos-
ing ceremony of the World Artificial 
Intelligence Conference on August 31.

Zhou Minhao, director of Putuo 
District inked the deal with Huang Yuan-
hao, president of orbbec, marking a new 
milestone for Putuo which is striving to 
become an AI application highland.

the leading technology firm, es-
tablished in 2013, focuses on the 
development of 3D visual applications 
and AI solutions for medical and health, 
smart education, urban management 
and security.

orbbec developed China’s first three 
dimensional sensing chip and become 

the first Asian manufacturer mass 
producing 3D cameras with complete 
intellectual property right. the company 
has applied for 500 patents and ranks 
the world’s top three in the number of 
3D sensing patents. the firm’s valuation 
has exceeded 10 billion yuan (uS$1.47 
billion).

orbbec has become the world’s leading 
provider of AI and 3D sensing technol-
ogy solutions, with more than 2,000 
customers worldwide, including Hewlett-
Packard, Ant Financial, oPPo, Ping An 
Group, Baidu.com and other well-known 
domestic and foreign companies.

In June, the Shenzhen-based orbbec 
set up its East China headquarters in 
Changzheng town of Putuo.

under the agreement, Putuo will 
jointly promote the development of a 
new generation of AI technology with 
orbbec, using the 3D sensing technol-
ogy of orbbec’s independent intellectual 
property rights, combined with talent 

and platform resources of Putuo-based 
universities.

Based on the recognition algorithm of 
3D vision technology, the district will 
realize the evolution of AI, face recogni-
tion and behavior recognition from 2D 
to 3D space.

the two parties will jointly create a 
benchmark application scenario, fo-
cusing on deep AI solutions in medical 
health, smart education, urban gover-
nance and safe city. the application of 
AI technology will be widely applied in 
smart city construction. 

Meanwhile, Putuo and orbbec will 
jointly create a new generation of AI in-
dustry ecology. Industrial foundations 
will be introduced to further promote 
the incubation of upstream and down-
stream enterprises in the relevant 
industrial chain.

orbbec’s products have wide applica-
tions, ranging from 3D mobile phone 
sensor cameras, facial recognition 

payment, 3D scanning to smart home 
and security. Its products have also been 
widely used in new retail, robots and 
logistics.

In June 2018, oPPo released the Find 
X mobile phone equipped with orbbec’s 
3D sensor camera, which is the first An-
droid smartphone with 3D camera.

Based on this 3D camera, the phone 
can realize 3D facial recognition and pay-
ment along with many other functions.

In September 2017, orbbec cooperated 
with Ant Financial to realize the first 
successful commercial use of the new 
retail 3D facial recognition payment.

In the future, Putuo will focus more 
on key industries such as intelligent 
software, R&D services and fintech, 
accelerate the development of the 
first batch of AI key projects, promote 
breakthroughs in AI industry and 
product innovation, as well as guide 
the deep integration of AI technology 
and fintech industries. 

Yang Jian

t
he International Innovation 
Center of tsinghua university 
Shanghai was unveiled on Au-
gust 31 to help boost regional 

scientific innovation as well as economic 
and social development. Shanghai Party 
Secretary Li Qiang made a speech at 
the opening ceremony while Shanghai 
Mayor Ying Yong and tsinghua univer-
sity President Qiu Yong unveiled the new 
center.

the innovation center will enhance 
technology development and transfer, 
international cooperation, regional re-
search and talent training, according to 
the city government.

Shanghai Party Secretary Li said the 
center should focus on breakthroughs of 
key technologies to make more original 
achievements. It is also expected to at-
tract top innovation professionals from 
both home and abroad.

Qiu said the innovation center marks 
a new peak of cooperation between the 
university and Shanghai. the center will 
target key breakthroughs on core tech-
nologies and drive their applications to 
serve the innovation-driven development 
strategy and integrated development of 
the Yangtze River Delta region.

A Yangtze River Delta regional devel-
opment research center has also been 
unveiled along with a cloud platform 
for scientific innovation and leading in-
novative doctoral projects for the Delta 
region.

After the launch ceremony, the first 
tsinghua university alumni innovation 
forum was held at the exhibition cen-
ter for outstanding graduates to share 
their innovation and entrepreneurship 
experiences.

Some of the graduates visited the key 
scientific innovation projects in Putuo 
after the forum, such as the Shanghai Fin-
tech Industrial Park, the taopu Central 
Greenbelt and the under-development 
China-Israel Innovation Hub (Shanghai) 
at the taopu Smart City.

“Innovation is the top driving force to 
lead the development of the new era,” 

said Zhou Minhao, director of Putuo 
District, that is actively attracting in-
novative elements from both home and 
abroad to become an accelerator in sci-
ence and innovation.

the district is developing an inter-
national innovation city based on the 
China-Israel Innovation Hub. the park 
based in Putuo is a major project for 
cooperation between Shanghai and Is-
rael as well as an opportunity for Putuo 
to make breakthrough developments, 
Zhou said.

“We want to build it into an important 
platform for serving the Yangtze River 
Delta area and radiating the nation’s in-
novation and cooperation in research 
and development, incubation, transfor-
mation and exhibition,” Zhou said.

ten enterprises and institutions have 
officially signed contracts to base them-
selves in the hub. the medical discovery 
project of Haifa university, along with 
a number of other projects from Israeli 
universities and research institutes will 
be launched this year. 

Joint research institutions with tel 
Aviv university and Hebrew university 
will be established.

Putuo has been optimizing its busi-
ness environment to attract companies 
and professionals from around the 
world. It was rewarded by the State 
Council, or the nation’s cabinet, for its 
business institution reforms and busi-
ness environment.

the district has launched an up-
graded reform program and unveiled 

one-stop services for newly established 
enterprises.

the district has also launched a 
“3+5+X” industrial policy system to 
optimize the overall business environ-
ment in terms of corporate services 
and talent development. It focuses on 
intelligent software, research and de-
velopment service and fintech as the 
key industries.

It has recently established a Sino-Ger-
many AI research center with German AI 
research center DFKI, Germany’s largest 
scientific research institution. 

Putuo has a wealth of land for 
development to further consolidate the 
supply of high-quality companies and 
attract more innovation, the district 
government said. 

The International 
Innovation Center 
of Tsinghua 
University Shanghai 
is unveiled in Putuo 
District. — Ti Gong


