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Baseball camp for hearing impaired kids is a big hit 

Building chief scheme is everyone’s cup of 
milk tea as inventive program gathers pace 
Yang Jian

A
n unnoticeable office building 
in Putuo District has gained a 
reputation of being Shanghai’s 
“milk tea building” because 

four leading beverage companies are 
based in the edifice.

Liziyuan Building, at 4711 Jiaotong 
Road, occupies neither an important 
commercial point nor a strategic trans-
port hub but has attracted a multitude of 
leading enterprises due to its consider-
ate services under the “building chief” 
program initiated in Putuo.

Under the program, senior district and 
subdistrict officials serve as “chiefs” for 
commercial buildings under their juris-
diction to better serve their companies 
and solve any difficulties.

The chiefs work with the district’s 
market supervision, industry and 
commerce, and taxation and police au-
thorities to offer “one-stop” services, 
ranging from administrative approval, 
talent services and legal consultation to 
employees’ housing, education, medical 
and even matchmaking issues.

Over 4,800 companies in 103 office 
buildings have been covered by the 
program since it was launched in Feb-
ruary 2018. It has been promoted as 
part of the city’s business environment 
campaign.

The scheme has developed a dozen 
office buildings with an annual tax rev-
enue of over 100 million yuan (US$14.5 
million). They include the Liziyuan 
Building in Taopu Town.

The building is named after Liziyuan 
Village, one of the last seven villages in 
Shanghai’s downtown area. It was built 
in 2008 under a reform on Taopu’s rural 
collective asset management method 
and began attracting businesses.

Yummy Town, a leading beverage com-
pany who owns popular franchises such 
as Real Brew Tea and Happy Lemon was 
among the first companies to set up base 
in the building. The company opened its 
first milk tea store on the mainland at 
Wujiaochang commercial hub and soon 
became one of the most popular brands 
in the city. 

The company opens up about 300 

Bob Yang 

A BASeBALL training camp for children 
with impaired hearing has concluded in 
Putuo District.

The scheme was launched to help chil-
dren become more active in sports and 
better communicate with others.

Sixty children braved the scorching 
weather to finish their training sessions, 
from July 1 and 26, at the Qixing School, 
an eduction center teaching disabled 
children. 

The camp, part of the Shanghai Juve-
nile Sports Summer Camp, was free of 
charge.

Though baseball is not as popular as 
football, basketball and table tennis in 
China, the sport has become attractive at 
the camp among the hard-of-hearing.

“These children were more focused 

and attentive to the trainer’s explanation 
and demonstration,” said Yang Qiyu, a 
trainer at the camp.

“We have to be more patient and add 
more body language and some cards to 
help them understand.” 

Yang said the camp has been greatly 
helpful to the children’s mental health. 
Some children were reluctant to communi-
cate with others at the beginning, but later 
they became more open and happier.

Mao Mao, 9, from Shanghai No. 4 Deaf 
School was one of the most enthusiastic 
students at the camp. Accompanied by 
his mother and brother, he learnt the 
sport’s basic skills with the help of a 
hearing-aid.

Baseball isn’t as physical as basketball 
or football, so it is more suitable to chil-
dren with impaired hearing, who may 
need to wear hearing-aid or an artificial 

cochlea, said Huang Zheng, the mother 
of Mao. 

“He is now more willingly to take part 
in sports with other children,” said 
Huang. “He even becomes more focused 
to do homework.” 

Huang said she hoped such sports 
camps can be held on a regular basis 
as it will help her child integrate more 
into society.

Zhou Zhanwei, secretary general with 
the association, said the camp will con-
tinue with full government subsidies. He 
said similar training camps will be held 
in winter to attract more physically chal-
lenged children. It is also part of Putuo 
District’s long-term efforts to promote 
sports activities among the public. 

The district government has been 
granted China’s “outstanding group” on 
public sports arrangements in 2017.

As another effort, all public elemen-
tary and middle schools in Putuo have 
opened their campuses to citizens in an 
effort to further promote sports among 
the community. 

A number of activities are organized 
for the opening of the campuses such as 
juvenile sports training, community ac-
tivities and skills training, the district’s 
sports bureau revealed.

The bureau has organized an inter-
national chess tournament, a bridge 
competition, as well as a sports carnival 
at the campuses for students to take part 
in during the vocations.

Putuo has also hosted the annual 
dragon boat race along Suzhou Creek 
as well as 10-kilometer elite running 
race and the elite football international 
invitation game to boast its profound 
sports culture. 

franchises annually and aims to increase 
that number to over 2,000 franchises 
worldwide by 2021.

“The building chief has offered a lot of 
help. She informs the latest policies and 
solve all kinds of problems,” said Wang 
Peijun, an official with Yummy Town.

Zhou Jingfang, deputy Party secretary 
of the village, and chief of the building 
since the scheme was initiated in Chang-
shou Subdistrict in February 2018, has 
ensured Yummy Town receives govern-
ment subsidies to train its employees 
according to a regulation released by the 
city government. 

The streamlined registration and 
approval process has helped the 

company to open new beverage brands 
more efficiently.

Zhou has also helped Yidiandian (A 
Little Tea), another popular milk tea 
brand, to expand its office space to 1,000 
square meters after the company com-
plained its former 150 square meters in 
the building could hardly meet the rising 
number of employees and businesses.

Without the building chief scheme, 
companies might have to ask for help 
from multiple government bodies.

Zhou said the building could be de-
veloped into a milk tea industry park as 
more leading companies in the industry 
are attracted by its optimized business 
environment and building chief scheme.

In another case, a lunch delivery ser-
vice, part of the building chief program, 
has been launched to stop the city’s of-
fice workers from going hungry.

The meal-delivery service, initiated 
by the Changshou Road Subdistrict, is 
expected to benefit about 100,000 em-
ployees in the city.

Prices are cheaper than the usual 
delivery services and health safety is 
assured. 

The subdistrict invited reputable local 
restaurants and online retailers to supply 
box meals for employees at office build-
ings or service stations. each meal costs 
about 20 yuan (US$2.94) after a 5-yuan 
subsidy from the subdistrict.

Zhou Jingfang (center), deputy Party secretary of Liziyuan 
Village, Taopu Town, visits a Happy Lemon store to learn its 
operation from Wang Peijun (left), an official with Yummy Town 
which owns the milk tea store. — Yang Shuhongji

Liziyuan Building 
is known as the 
“milk tea building” 
as it is home to 
four leading milk 
tea companies.  
— Yang Shuhongji 


