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Road-building scheme boosts district development

National civilization drive cranks up a gear
Yang Jian

Putuo District is striving to improve its 
urban environment and citizens’ qual-
ity by becoming a “national civilization 
district” by 2020.

the overall objective is to create an 
honest and efficient government, a legal 
and justice environment, a trusty and 
lawful market as well as a healthy cul-
tural atmosphere.

Juveniles will be one of the biggest 
beneficiaries of the district’s social and 
environment reform. Several training 
venues, such as a children’s palace, social 
practice stations and psychological 
guidance centers, will become education 
bases for juveniles’ moral characters.

the living and social environments 
have been greatly improved in Putuo 
since the district launched a campaign 
in 2017 to get listed as a national civiliza-
tion district. 

the facilities in the residential com-
munities have been upgraded to create a 
more comfortable and convenient living 
condition for its citizens.

As of June 2019, Putuo had complet-
ed the comprehensive renovations on 
290,000 square meters of old residential 
buildings and 100,600 square meters of 
newly built greenbelt. the district plans 
to build an additional 300 senior-care 
beds by the end of 2019.

the public safety system has also been 
largely improved with enhanced super-
vision and management on fire safety, 
traffic, food and drug safety.

Greenery coverage has been increased 
in Putuo and parks are being developed 
across the district. 

the taopu Central Greenbelt, for in-
stance, has been partly opened to public 
and will be expanded northward, be-
coming the largest downtown public 
greenbelt in the city on completion in 
2020. 

It features a natural landscape, and 
the design of the green area was inspired 
by Hyde Park in London and Central Park 
in New York.

under the “river chief” scheme, Putuo 
aims to eliminate all of its heavily pol-
luted waterways by 2020. the strictest 
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A NEW thoroughfare for the Zhenru 
Subcenter in Putuo District has opened 
to serve the rapid development of the 
western gateway to link the Yangtze 
River Delta region.

the south-north Zhenhua Road N. be-
tween tongchuan and Caoyang roads 
has become a major thoroughfare for 
one of the four subcenters of the city, 
along with Xujiahui in Xuhui District, 
Wujiaochang in Yangpu District and 
Huamu in the Pudong New Area.

the road has effectively connected 
the Dahua, Wanli, Zhenru and Caoyang 
areas in Putuo. 

the new road now serves as another 
major south-north thoroughfare along 
with the busy Caoyang Road.

the newly opened road is part of the 
future Zhenru Subcenter. the Wuning 
and tongchuan roads have created the 
main east-west thoroughfare for the 
region.

Beneath the ground, five subway lines 
will interchange in Zhenru in future. 

they include the already operating 
Metro Lines 7 and 11 as well as the un-
der-construction Lines 14 and 15 and  
planned Line 20.

With the expanding traffic system, the 
Zhenru Subcenter is expected to not only 
boost the development of neighboring 
Baoshan and Jiading districts, but also 
the whole Yangtze River Delta region 
amid the national strategy of the inte-
grated development of the delta.

to support the development of the 
region, Putuo District has demolished 
Hongqi Village, once the largest urban 
village in downtown with numerous ille-
gal structures, as well as shutting down 
a group of fish, flower, frozen food, 
poultry and furniture markets.

the Hongqi Village alone once had 
nine major markets, 16 small eateries, 
hostels and Internet cafes as well as over 
1,200 small businesses, many of them 
were illegal or unlicensed, and 4,800 
households. 

Most of the inhabitants were out-of-
towners and 80 percent of the 362,000 

square meters of structures were ille-
gally built.

the major renovation campaign to 
convert the former urban village into 
a core section of the Zhenru Subcenter 
started in 2015. the tongchuan Road 
Aquatic Products Market, once the most 
popular and famous market of its kind 
in the city, has been shut down and 
demolished along with the Jeshing fur-
niture market.

Four lots of land, within the former 
village, were sold for around 9.4 billion 
yuan (uS$1.4 billion) in october 2018. 
According to the blueprint, the area will 
feature about 100,000 square meters of 
commercial facilities, 300,000 square 
meters of offices, 200,000 square me-
ters of high-end residences, as well as 
30,000 square meters of public cultural 
facilities, including a major theater, by 
2020.

“the area of the former Hongqi Vil-
lage has been named the Zhenru Eye, 
meaning the brightest and core sec-
tion of the future Zhenru Subcenter,” 

said Liao Huarong, chief planner of the 
subcenter.

Zhenru, formerly known as taoxi, or 
Peach Creek, was founded in the Yuan 
Dynasty (1271-1368) after the con-
struction of the Zhenru temple. the 
town between the former Jiading and 
Shanghai counties was a prosperous 
marketplace.

the temple, built in 1320, has a 600-
year-old well-preserved pavilion, said 
to be the oldest wooden structure in 
the city. the temple is also famous for  
temple fairs and the Lantern Festival.

the northwest gateway to the city’s 
downtown was later famous for the 
tongchuan Road market and Hongqi Vil-
lage, along with a number of markets 
that have now been demolished.

In the future, the subcenter will 
introduce high-end cultural and en-
tertainment facilities, sports centers, 
medical services and international edu-
cation to the former sites of the markets 
and village, according to the district’s 
urban planning authority.

Putuo District 
administration 
staff members and 
volunteers remove 
“zombie” cars, 
maintain sidewalks 
and varnish fences 
in communities.           
— Ti Gong

management standards will be imposed 
to ensure water quality.

to encourage more citizens to par-
ticipate in the civilization campaign, 
the district government has released 
a dozen of special activities: the “Civi-
lization Creation” publicity campaign, 
“Beautiful Homeland” environment 
improvement, demonstration roads 
selection, “standard and trustworthy” 
market improvement, small businesses 
rectification, window service improve-
ment, integrity system construction, 
security enhancement, infrastructure 
improvement and promotion campaigns 
for citizens’ quality, traffic civilization 
and garbage sorting.

A civilization promotion activity, for 
instance, includes a competition of pub-
lic service advertisements. the winning 
works will be publicized at local residen-
tial communities, office buildings and 
shopping complexes.

the “Beautiful Homeland” campaign 
helps to improve the management and 
scenery of neighborhoods. Sports and 
cultural facilities will replace illegal 
structures in the communities. Citizens 
are encouraged to take part in voluntary 
activities. As a highlight of the cam-
paign, Putuo has initiated a “road chief” 

scheme. Government officials will take 
personal responsibility for the manage-
ment of the environment, sanitation, 
garbage sorting and local roads. 

ten demonstration roads are being 
rewarded annually for promoting their 
experiences to other roads.

Businesses in Putuo have also been 
standardized and regulated. old wet 
markets with environmental problems 
are being shut down and renovated into 
modern markets. 

About eight modern standard wet 
markets will be built in Putuo by 
2020. Major crackdowns are being 
enforced against small eateries, food 
workshops, saloons, hostels, public 
bathrooms and Internet cafes.

Assistance at Putuo’s administrative 
service centers, community centers, 
hospitals, banks, post offices, bus sta-
tions, travel agencies and other service 
windows have also been improved.

A credit system has also been de-
veloped in Putuo to increase public 
credibility. An innovative black and red 
lists scheme has been carried out to 
award companies with good credit and 
expose those with poor records.

other campaigns include a self-
discipline activity to improve public 
civilization and education about traf-
fic rules and manners. Residents have 
also been taking active part in the gar-
bage-sorting program as the city’s first 
regulation took effect on July 1.


