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Putuo District People’s Court has sen-
tenced a man to 20 years in jail for fraud 
and blackmail amid the nationwide 
crackdown against gangsters.

the man, surnamed Guo, claimed to be 
a lawyer and blackmailed clients with the 
help of five accomplices who spread on-
line rumors, prosecutors said. He made 
about 3 million yuan (uS$430,000).

Putuo police started investigations at 

the end of 2017 when a woman surnamed 
Wang reported that she was being black-
mailed by Guo. 

Wang said she was introduced to Guo 
by a friend. Guo promised to settle a 
case of hers for 300,000 yuan. But she 
changed her mind before she paid him 
the money. 

She then received numerous threaten-
ing messages from Guo. He also made up 
rumors about her on the Internet and put 
up defamatory posters in her residential 

complex, according to the Putuo police.
Police discovered Guo had introduced 

himself as a lawyer to other people and 
then blackmailed them.

In 2015, Guo made up rumors about a 
real estate developer which affected the 
business of a hotel chain.

the chain paid him 280,000 yuan to 
settle their problem, police said.

In another case in 2017, Guo hired his 
accomplices to spread online rumors 
against a company that had a dispute 

with Guo on house leasing contracts. 
under the gang’s threats, the company 
was forced to pay 1.1 million yuan in 
“compensation” along with a 100,000-
yuan legal consultancy fee to Guo.

the Putuo police caught Guo and his 
accomplices on January 25, 2018 after a 
two-month investigation.

the five people who were hired by 
Guo to blackmail people also received 
sentences.

Guo was also fined 600,000 yuan.

Yang Jian

P
utuo District hosted an Internet 
film summit on June 11 and 12 to 
tap into the rapid development of 
China’s Internet film sector.

Industry leaders, scholars and govern-
ment officials gathered in Putuo for the 
Internet Summit of the 2019 Shanghai 
International Film & tV Festival. It aims 
to help create quality works and guide 
the healthy development of Internet 
video and television industry.

China’s Internet film and tV sector 
has shifted to high-quality development. 
to showcase the achievements in the 
new era, the summit had its theme as 
“new tracks, great feeling and high qual-
ity.” Industrial forums were held along 
with seminars and an evening gala.

Industrial leaders from Alibaba, iQIYI, 
Mango tV, tencent, toutiao.com and 
Huayi Brothers shared opinions in key-
note speeches, reports and roundtable 
dialogues.

Key industrial reports such as the blue 
book of audiovisual new media and In-
ternet film research report for 2019 were 
released along with a list of high-quality 
Internet film and tV products.

Discussing the future
the star-studded Internet film and tV 

ceremony gala was staged during the 
summit. After fierce competition, the 
event released 10 quality online dramas, 
five online movies and 10 boutique In-
ternet shows. the best male and female 
actors and the annual individual perfor-
mance awards were also announced.

on June 12, four Internet film and 
tV forums were held on topics such 
as online movies, intellectual property 
development and online drama. Well-
known directors, film and tV producers, 
brand operators and other industry 
leaders discussed Internet product in-
novation, industrial transformation and 
evolution as well as film and tV policy.

As the host for many Shanghai Inter-
national Film and television Festival 
events, Putuo has optimized its busi-
ness environment and has become a 
popular base for Internet film and tV 
companies.

Recently, the Zhushen (Shanghai) 
Culture Media Co, a wholly-owned 
subsidiary founded by former Shanda 
Literature CEo Hou Xiaoqiang, com-
pleted the industrial and commercial 
registration in Putuo. 

Since last year, Putuo has attracted 
more than 30 film and tV enterprises. 
the total number in the region has 
reached 132, and a number of oth-
ers are negotiating with the district 
government. 

In February 2019, the Putuo 
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development and reform commission 
launched the 2.0 version of its opti-
mized Business Environment Reform 
Initiative. Administrative approval has 
been streamlined, management is more 
precise and the service has been refined. 
the optimized policies have further ben-
efited the film and tV enterprises.

Service is the top resource of Putuo, 
according to the district’s culture and 
tourism bureau. 

the district has formed a team specifi-
cally to serve film and tV enterprises. 
they will provide full-time help, espe-
cially to the companies based outside 
Shanghai.

For those who are looking for office 
space or applying for high-tech firm 
qualification, the district’s culture and 
tourism bureau will provide professional 
guidance and services to ensure that the 
needs of enterprises are met.

Putuo plans to take advantage of the 
annual Internet film summit to intro-
duce incentives for professionals in 
the film and tV industry. It aims to 
further strengthen the efficient and 
high-quality professional services for 
film and tV companies, according to 

the district government.
An Internet film industrial cluster 

has been developed along Jinshajiang 
Road in Putuo. over 130 leading film and 
tV companies have established bases 
there to tap into the rapid development 
of China’s film sector, including Alibaba 
Pictures, tao Piaopiao, union Pictures 
and Suning universal Media. 

Creative cluster
these industry leaders have produced 

top-grossing movies and tV series such 
as “operation Red Sea,” “Detective Chi-
natown II” and “the Grain field,” said 
Wang Chunming, director of the dis-
trict’s culture and tourism bureau.

the Jinshajiang Road film industry 
cluster on the north bank of Suzhou 
Creek is mainly based on existing in-
novation parks such as the universal 
Software Park and the industrial park of 
East China Normal university.

the district government and the park 
operators will help reduce costs for film 
companies and support their develop-
ment, said Song Zheng, the software 
park’s general manager.

Putuo also plans to develop an elec-
tronic gaming center along Suzhou 
Creek.

the IMBA eSports center, the city’s 
first facility of its kind in a shopping 
complex, has opened for both top-level 
competitions and amateur players at the 
Global Harbor Mall, the biggest down-
town shopping mall in Shanghai.

the 1,500-square-meter center on the 
fifth floor has 240 professional eSports 
computers and many compartments for 
the training of professional teams and 
amateur group players.

Elsewhere downtown, the city’s first 
eSports theme park, covering 28,000 
square meters, will be built in the 
Changfeng business district, also in 
Putuo, for eSports games, training and 
broadcasts.

In another key project, an eSports 
complex covering 80,000 square meters 
both above and below ground will be 
developed on the site of the city’s for-
mer Caojiadu Flower Market. the popular 
market was shut in December 2017 to 
make way for the eSports park which will 
feature game and training centers as well 
as eSports-themed hotels and offices.

Tapping into the online film and TV market

A star-studded gala was held during the Internet Summit of the 2019 Shanghai International Film & TV Festival held on June 
11-12 in Putuo District. — Ti Gong


