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Communities spruce up public space amid 
campaign to get rid of unlawful buildings

Curtains go up for the annual cultural and art fest

Yang Jian

F
our subdistricts in Putuo 
are expected to become 
Shanghai’s first batch of 
communities without il-

legal structures after a major 
crackdown.

The Caoyang Community, Shi-
quan Road, Zhenru and Wanli 
subdistricts have been inspect-
ed by city authorities to check 
their progress in the campaign 
against illegal structures.

An inspection team led by city 
officials late last month visited 
the Xiangquanyuan Neighbor-
hood on Xiangquan Road, where 
illegal buildings were once ram-
pant. Xiangquanyuan falls under 
the jurisdiction of Wanli subdis-
trict and confirmed the efforts 
of the district and subdistrict 
governments had paid off.

The neighborhood, built in 
the early 1990s, once had many 
illegal structures, mostly built 
by residents to expand their 
limited living space, said Jiang 
Renda, 69, a senior resident in 
the neighborhood.

“Residents once piled up stuff 
or parked bicycles on stairways 
to occupy public area and dis-
putes often happened among 
neighbors,” Jiang said.

The Wan l i subdist r ict 
launched the campaign in June 
2016 to ask resident to demolish 
the illegal structures and remove 

Bob Yang

OveR 200 cultural events, in-
cluding concerts, exhibitions 
and public lectures, are taking 
center stage for the annual Su-
zhou Creek Culture and Arts 
Festival in Putuo District.

Seal engraving, paintings, tra-
ditional operas and intangible 
cultural heritages are among 
the activities available for the 
public at the month-long event 
from September 6 to October 
11.

The carnival will be held 
along Suzhou Creek, 14 kilo-
meters of which run through 
Putuo and which was the center 
of early industrial development 
in the area.

This year’s cultural festival 
will showcase the charms of the 
Suzhou Creek section of Putuo 
and bring traditional cultural 
feasts to communities as well as 
celebrate the 40th anniversary 
of China’s reform and opening-
up.

A “Suzhou Creek Study” 
project has been established 
to encourage residents to read 
and offer a number of reading 
spaces and services. The Putuo 
government aims to create a 
brick-and-mortar reading space 
along with several community 
libraries by 2020.

The district has invited Wu 
Chao, a noted calligrapher and 
the great grandson of renowned 
painter Wu Changshuo (1844-
1927), to the study to give a 
lecture on painting and cal-
ligraphy. Leading Peking Opera 
performer Hu Xuan was also 
invited to speak.

A cluster of museums along 
the creek will hold various cul-
tural activities. 

A junior creative calligraphy 
and painting competition, an 
exhibition about the brocade 
of China’s ethnic minorities, as 
well as a bronze badges exhibi-
tion to commemorate the reform 
and opening up are being held 
at riverside museums. 

They include the Shanghai 
Textiles Museum, Shanghai 
Yuan Dynasty Water Gate Mu-
seum, Shanghai Mint Co and 
the privately-owned Suning Art 
Museum.

Several tours and visits 
among these museums will be 
organized.

Putuo has a long tradition of 
placing a high premium on im-
proving the cultural soft power 
of its residents, according to the 
district government.

In recent years, the district 
has strengthened public cul-
tural services, especially the 
building of community cultural 

facilities, branding and the pro-
tection of cultural heritage.

A highlight of the festival will 
be lessons on seal carving, paper 
stick painting, shadow play, tra-
ditional Chinese instruments 
and other intangible cultural 
heritage activities for students 
at Putuo schools. The second 
batch of seal cutting centers on 
campuses are being unveiled 
during the festival this year.

Two seal engraving centers 
at the Zichang Middle School 
and the No. 4 Middle School 
Affiliated with the east China 
Normal University have been 

established. The traditional art 
of seal engraving has become 
one of the courses available to 
the students.

Cultural activities are also 
being promoted at commercial 
complexes, campuses, office 
buildings, communities and 
neighborhoods. 

Winning singers of a singing 
competition among out-of-town-
ers and expats living, studying 
and working in Shanghai will 
perform at Putuo communities. 
Traditional Chinese opera fes-
tival and reciting competitions 
will be held to encourage locals 

belongings from public areas. 
Officials from the subdistrict 
and neighborhood committee 
persuaded those who opposed 
the program by helping them 
solve various difficulties, said 
Hu Yufeng, the Party secretary 
of the Xiangquan neighborhood 
committee.

Subdistrict officials helped 

find new accommodation for 
an 80-year-old resident sur-
named Lai, who lived alone in a 
jerry-built house in the neigh-
borhood. Officials accompanied 
Lai to visit family members in 
China’s east Jiangxi Province 
during the Spring Festival.

A mobile laundry rack has 
been installed for residents 

who complained they had no 
place to hang and dry clothes 
in the neighborhood. Officials 
tore down three walls to add 
parking space for residents who 
could hardly find a vacant park-
ing lot before.

“We previously preferred to 
stay at home due to the poor 
environment in the community, 

to take more active part in the 
cultural activities.

various concerts, including 
some from famous bands from 
abroad such as a female cho-
rus from Latvia and a jazz band 
from Italy will be held in shop-
ping centers.

Citizens are invited to take 
part in a singing competition to 
celebrate the nation’s achieve-
ments during the four decades 
of reform and opening up. The 
winners and participants will 
sing together at the closing cer-
emony of the festival.

A writing contest, co-orga-
nized by the Shanghai Writers’ 
Association and themed on the 
city’s great changes, is also 
being held. It has attracted over 
3,700 participants, ranging in 
age from 8 to 98.

As part of the Shanghai In-
ternational Arts Festival, the 
Suzhou Creek Culture and Arts 
Festival has become a popular 
brand in the city and the Yang-
tze River Delta region.

The culture and arts feast for 
the public incorporates perfor-
mances, competitions, reading 
activities, cultural forums and 
exhibitions to showcase the 
cultural development of the 
Suzhou Creek as well as enrich 
the residents’ lives, according to 
the Putuo government.

A concert on September 6 kicks off this year’s Suzhou Creek 
Culture and Arts Festival, an annual cultural feast in Putuo.

Before (right) and after (above) of 
the newspaper reading area in the 
Xiangquanyuan community in Putuo’s 
Wanli Subdistrict where public spaces 
have been renovated with illegal 
structures torn down and illegal 
parking moved away. 

but now senior neighbors come 
out to do exercises in the reno-
vated garden and chat with each 
other,” Jiang said.

During the campaign, the 
Wanli Subdistrict demolished 
more than 55,000 square me-
ters of illegal building in 224 
places, along with 72 unlicensed 
businesses and over 150 under-
ground sites with safety risks. 
Some residents in Xiangquanyu-
an composed a poem of 
gratitude for the government’s 
efforts while reminding their 
neighbors to maintain the new 
environment.

In Putuo, the district govern-
ment has torn down a total of 
828,600 square meters of ille-
gal structures in about 6,000 
places.

To further improve the liv-
ing conditions of the residents, 
the Putuo government has ap-
pointed 11 architects to conduct 
bespoke planning for its 10 sub-
districts and towns. A series of 
redevelopments have also been 
carried out for the old neighbor-
hoods, along with the demolition 
of the illegal structures.

Many of the illegal structures 
have been replaced by parks, 
community gardens, rooftop 
gardens, jogging tracks and 
exercise areas with the help of 
the architects, according to the 
district government.


