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Putuo elementary school pupils recent-
ly guided over 20 overseas students from 
East China Normal university on a bus 
tour of Shanghai’s cultural landmarks.

the 14 pupils from Shanghai Jiangn-
ing School took the foreign students with 
the university’s School of International 
Chinese Studies on the No. 24 bus, which 
runs from the Changshou Community 
in Putuo to Fuxing Road E. in Huangpu 
District, with 19 stations on the way.

the route passes along Suzhou Creek 

and the Huangpu River, passing many 
cultural sites such as the Sinan Man-
sion as well as former residences of the 
author Eileen Chang — famous for her 
writing about Shanghai and Hong Kong 
— premier Zhou Enlai and Dr Sun Yat-
sen.

Jiangning school principal Wu Qinglin 
initiated the project to ask all Grade 5 
students to take the bus and visit the 
sites.

Now, it’s been expanded in coopera-
tion with the university.

“the bus-riding project is a best way 

to review the urban development of 
Shanghai,” said Hua Xiaoying, a deputy 
professor with the School of Interna-
tional Chinese Studies.

the foreign students with the univer-
sity were divided into seven groups and 
followed the elementary students to visit 
the historical sites via various routes.

Zhao Yancheng and Xu Yucheng, two 
Grade 5 students with the Putuo school 
accompanied two foreign students from 
Kyrgyzstan and South Korea to the 
Moller Villa, the Shanghai Exhibition 
Center and Xintiandi on the bus.

Zhao and Xu made full preparations to 
introduce and explain the sites as well 
as visiting the sites beforehand.

“I used to ride a bicycle alone to visit 
different places in Shanghai, and the bus 
tour made me learn more about the city, 
especially its tolerance spirit, thanks to 
my little guides,” said the student from 
Kyrgyzstan. 

Wu said the project made the elementa-
ry students become ambassadors of local 
culture, which enhanced their own aware-
ness about protecting historic buildings 
and their affection for their city.

Yang Jian

P
utuo District has re-
leased a five-year action 
plan on the innovation 
development of Wuning 

Road, a major thoroughfare 
link between Shanghai and the 
Yangtze River Delta region.

the district aims to further 
develop the “Wuning Innovation 
Development Axis,” a key site 
for Putuo to attract innovative 
sectors, transform scientific 
achievements and develop new 
economic growth capability.

According to the district 
government’s plan, Putuo will 
make the Wuning Axis the 
core area for its development 
through 2021.

A new round of redevelop-
ment will be carried out on 
both sides of Wuning Road to 
accelerate attracting all kinds 
of innovative sectors and 
platforms, and create a better 
ecological system for innova-
tion and entrepreneurship.

A batch of major projects 
on scientific innovation, lead-
ing enterprises and innovation 
teams will be attracted to the 
axis and encouraged to cooper-
ate with each other.

the government will optimize 
cooperation between businesses 
and research institutes to offer 
a full-chain scientific service 
system and help the transfor-
mation of technologies.

under the plan, the district 
aims to attract 100 newly veri-
fied high-tech enterprises along 
with 15 city-level enterprise 
technology centers.

 the district will have nine 
cooperative projects between 
research institutes and Putuo-
based companies. Its innovation 
parks will finish incubating 75 
startups by 2021.

By 2021, the district aims to 
have registered an average of 32 
patents for every 10,000 people 
and revenue from Putuo’s scien-
tific services sector will grow an 
average 18 percent annually.

the district also plans to at-
tract 12 high-tech companies on 
intelligent manufacturing and 
robotics along with four newly 
listed tech firms.

the high-tech parks along 
the Wuning Axis will attract 
200 high-end overseas profes-
sionals. Construction will start 
on key projects covering 2.26 
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million square meters along the 
axis, which is expected to lead 
the construction of a new batch 
of quality office buildings, cov-
ering another 2 million square 
meters.

Currently, Wuning Road is 
being upgraded to an express-
way, along with the construction 
of the Metro lines 14 and 15.

the Putuo government has 
carried out a number of projects 
along with scientific research 
institutes along Wuning Road, 
which is expected to drive the 
transformation and develop-
ment of the whole district.

the CItIC Scientific Fortune 
Square on Wuning and Daduhe 
roads, for instance, is scheduled 
to be completed by 2020. the 
project covering 229,000 square 
meters will attract research and 
development centers of multi-
national enterprises and new 
research institutes as well as 
offices of headquarters, rec-
reation shopping and culture 

entertainment venues.
the landmark Huxi Worker 

Cultural Palace is being renovat-
ed to become a comprehensive 
cultural activity center, focus-
ing on cultural innovation, 
education and training as well 
as entertainment. It will also 
offer space for scientific service 
businesses such as research de-
signing and scientific finance.

the revamping of Xiaoyujia 
Lane aims to improve residents’ 
living environment around 
Wuning Road and develop the 
traditional shikumen (stone-gate 
house) lane-style community 
into an open neighborhood in-
corporating cultural recreation, 
living and public space.

Hongqi Village, a former 
notorious run-down urban 
settlement, will be converted 
into a modern community, 
with a cultural ambience, good 
ecological environment and in-
novative designs.

Public squares, central parks, 

open neighborhoods and a 
multi-level transport system 
have been planned for the 
village.

A commercial office complex, 
including office buildings, inno-
vative parks, apartments, hotels 
and commercial facilities will 
be built at the Bailian shopping 
plaza project.

the district will also drive 
the development of various sci-
entific platforms and parks to 
support the Wuning Axis.

the Shanghai robot research 
and transformation platform, 
for instance, offers criteria, re-
search and development, test 
and verification for the robotics 
industry. 

An official with the platform 
said it also aims to standardize 
the robotics industry through 
its criteria system, application 
platform and technology veri-
fication service.

It will become a key support 
to realizing the Wuning Axis 

blueprint as well as driving the 
robotics development of Shang-
hai and the country, the official 
added.

the Shanghai universal 
Software Park, another major 
high-tech park of Putuo, plans 
to focus on key industries and 
expand the management and 
size of the park to contribute to 
the development of the Wuning 
innovation development axis, 
according to the park.

the Putuo government will 
also establish a Wuning Innova-
tion Development Axis Council 
to gather talent from nearby 
universities, research institutes, 
enterprises and associations.

the council will become the 
think tank for Putuo’s scientific 
innovation to drive the devel-
opment of the Wuning Axis as 
well as facilitate the city gov-
ernment’s ambition to become 
a “scientific innovation center 
with global influence,” the 
Putuo government said.

A bird’s-eye view of the “Wuning Innovation Development Axis,” where the landmark Wuning Road Bridge is located. The Wuning Axis 
is expected to drive the transformation and development of the whole district.


