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Putuo publishes greenery plan for this year
Yang Jian

P

utuo District plans to develop
around 250,000 square meters
of greenery lands this year to
improve its ecological environment as it strives to lift people’s living
standards.
The newly developed lands include
Taopu central greenbelt, the public
green area in the Changfeng ecological
business zone, as well as the Caoyang
and Wanli communities, the district government announced.
It has also planned a total of 7 kilometers of pedestrian paths through the
greenbelts, including a kilometer-long
sidewalk along Suzhou Creek as well as
paths near the Outer Ring Road, Taopu
River and Caoyang Ring Creek.
By the end of 2020, Putuo government plans to plant a total of 1.3 million
square meters of new greenery and add
over 4,000 roadside trees to increase its
greenery coverage to 28.5 percent from
28.01 percent in 2017.
The increase means every Putuo resident will be able to share an average 7.7
square meters of green land.
The Putuo government has strived in
recent years to improve its ecological
environment by cutting pollution.
One move saw the government purify a foul-smelling landscape river
and restore its ecologic condition with
cutting-edge biotechnology.
Aquatic plants and plankton have been
nurtured in the river running through
a commercial neighborhood named
“Sunny Venice” in Taopu Town by the
end of March.
The waterway has been dredged and
several dams have been demolished to
make water flow freely. The landscape
river in Taopu was a black and stinky
creek in June last year.
The city’s service hotline 12345 had
received over 100 complaints regarding
the heavily polluted river last year, said
Chen Weiqiang, an official with the river
chief office of the district. He then led
officials to launch an investigation into
resolving the waterway problem.
They found the river had not been
dredged for nearly a decade, while several dams failed to be demolished during
the construction on different phases

The river along the Sunny Venice community has restored its clearness after the Putuo district government’s efforts to
improve the local environment.
of the neighborhood. The waste water
from residents’ balconies had also been
discharged into the water, worsening its
ecologic condition.
The authority began the clean up by
spraying pesticide along the river banks
and greenery to kill the insects. They
then bulldozed the dams and dredged
mud on the bottom of the river. Over 560
cubic meters of mud was dredged by the
end of January before clean water was
poured back into the riverbank.
The township government allocated
about 1.4 million yuan (US$222,735) for
the water treatment campaign while
the rest of the costs were shared from
maintenance funds by the three nearby
neighborhoods.

A professional biotechnology company
was also invited to restore the ecological
environment of the river.
About 3,500 water grass plants and
3,000 water lilies were planted in the
river along with other water plants and
weeds, said Sun Haidong, an official with
the company.
Bacteria has also been released into
the river along with several species of
baby fish to prevent oxidation in the
water. The sewage pipelines to the river
have been rearranged to curb the source
of pollution.
It is expected that the water quality will
reach Grade-5, or landscape water quality
standard, by the end of this year.
To sustain a high standard, the

district environmental watchdog has
been testing the water quality monthly.
The biotechnology company dispatches
workers to maintain the water plants
and clean the waterway, while residents
have also organized a volunteer team to
patrol along the river.
Three Party secretaries on the neighborhood committee serve as river chiefs
and they will take personal responsibility on its water quality.
The district has a total of 13.85 million square meters of cultivated land by
the end of 2017, with nearly half of that
being green public land.
Each Putuo citizen can now enjoy
green public land covering 7.34 square
meters on average.

Planners join community management refinement
Yang Jian
Putuo District has appointed 11 experts
on planning, architecture and landscape
design as planners target old run-down
residential communities.
Planners will pair up with 10 subdistricts and towns in Putuo to design and
guide the renewal projects, mainly on
public community space. They are also
invited to improve living standards and
make communities more comfortable.
The project was initiated by Sun Ping,
the deputy Party secretary of Putuo,
on April 11. Deputy Putuo District Director Zhang Wei issued the letters of
appointment to community planners,
who come from leading institutes, such
as Shanghai Urban Planning and Design
Research Institute, Shanghai Urban Construction and Design Institute, as well as
the planning bodies of Tongji and Fudan
universities.
The initiative aims to create a metropolitan downtown of high quality, a

sense of belonging and well-being for
its residents, said Sun.
It is also to meet the requirements
of Putuo’s urban renewal and transformation processes. Sun noted residents
should fully participate into the community governance to make them have
more “sense of gain.”
The planners, who are appointed for
a year by the district government, will
regularly communicate with the subdistricts and towns they are assigned to.
They will investigate and analyze the
problems troubling old neighborhoods,
especially on public space, street corners
and pedestrian paths.
The residents’ most urgent, challenging, worrisome and anxious concerns
will be the planners’ top priority, according to the district government. They will
work along with neighborhood committees to pick up the renewal projects being
most common and wanted to residents.
The district will carry out a competition

to evaluate the performances of the planners based on the projects’ progress,
quality effects, highlights and residents’
satisfaction.
Wu Huaiguo, one of the appointed
planners from a local space design company, has started his mission to renovate
the Yongchang Gaoling Market on Gaoling Road. The wet market covering over
3,000 square meters has been a nationlevel demonstration, but Wu wants a
higher standard.
Under his blueprint, the wet market
will spare two thirds of the space to
cap the other daily requirements of the
residents. Some small eateries and cafes,
for instance, will be added to the market, along with children’s activity sites
and hobby classes. Residents will also
be able to fix their clothes or umbrellas
in the market.
“Upon its completion, the market
will become a one-stop community life
center able to meet the requirements of

residents in all ages,” Wu said.
The renovation blueprint on the market will be decided in July after soliciting
public opinions. The project is scheduled
to be completed by the end of 2019.
In Xingyangyuan community, a former
bicycle shelter has been converted into a
rooftop garden. The structure, built last
century for residents to park bicycles,
was attached to illegal buildings.
The planner worked out a renovation
plan to demolish the jerry-built part of
the building and replace it with a threemeter-wide riverside path. The rest of
the building is still used to park bicycles,
while its rooftop is adorned with shrubs
and miniature trees.
“The involvement of architects and
garden experts can surely beautify the
communities,” said Zheng Rongquan,
deputy director with the Putuo District
Planning, Land and Resources Bureau.
“The practice will be expanded in Putuo
after the initial trial operations.”

