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Runners take off for the Shanghai International 10K Race in Putuo District. A total of 4,500 runners took part in the 10-kilometer main
race. An additional 500 participated in the 2km Family Run. David Kiprono Metto from Kenya won the men’s title, while Serser Alice
Cherotich Milgo, also from Kenya, was the first woman home. — Wang Rongjiang

Putuo is new haven for sports
Xu Wei

T

he bank of Suzhou
Creek has become
the new landmark for
sports with the first
Shanghai International 10k
Race held at the Changfeng
Ecological Business Hub on
November 13.
As early as 6am, about 5,000
Chinese and foreigners defied
the rain and cold chill to show
their enthusiasm for running.
Runners were flagged off
from the Suzhou Creek wharf
on Danba Road. The drizzle
stopped at around 7am, making it warm and comfortable
for participants. Contestants
spared no time for warming
up. The race was broadcast live
on www.lesports.com.

Fierce competition
Athletes from Ethiopia,
Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda
led at the start of race. Finally,
Kenyans, David Kiprono Metto
and Serser Alice Cherotich
Milgo, won in the men’s and
women’s categories with
timings of 29.28 minutes and

33.21 minutes, respectively.
Chinese participants Li
Wei and Shi Yanxiu won the
amateur men’s and women’s
categories with 32.1 minutes
and 38.16 minutes.
Part of the Shanghai International Marathon, the top 300
finishers will qualify automatically for the Shanghai half
marathon in 2017.
Huang Yiteng and his 11year-old son Huang Zhifeng,
from neighboring Kunshan,
Jiangsu Province, won the
2-kilometer family running
category.
The top six finishers were
given tourism tickets and
coupons.

Full support
To ensure the safety and
success of the event, relevant
departments of Putuo provided comprehensive services
for emergencies like medical
treatment and energy drinks.
Around 1,000 people, including 406 volunteers and 43
judges, were involved in the
event.
During the race, a total of

six medical stations, four ambulances, 30 driving medical
professionals, four aid stations
were on standby to handle any
eventualities.

Picturesque hub
Contestants raced past a
stunning backdrop of landmarks within the Changfeng
Ecological Business Hub. The
bank of Suzhou Creek was
well decorated. The hub was
praised for its large greenery
coverage, landscapes and comfortable living environment.
In addition to the ecological
advantages, the hub also has
a strong cultural heritage.
As the base of China’s homegrown industries, runners
had the chance to see a lot of
historic spots along the race
route, such as local factories of
matchboxes and aginomoto.
They also passed the Jackie
Chan Film Gallery and the
exhibition hall of Suzhou
Creek’s industrial civilization.
The age-old spots and the new
venues combined to deliver a
distinctive charm of Putuo.
It took Putuo around 10

news

culture

With their “One Axis and Two
Wings” initiative, authorities
in Putuo District focus on
innovation and encouraging the
development of modern, nextgeneration industries. B2

From old factories to ancient
buildings, Putuo is dotted with
architectural gems that highlight
the area’s rich past. Here’s a
look at some of the best antique
buildings. B4

Big Tech Plans

years to develop the hub as
an ideal zone for living and
entrepreneurship. Newly built
green spaces cover an area
of 1.5 million square meters,
which tops the urban districts
in the city.

More green plans
In the following five years,
Putuo plans to put more
efforts into environmental
protection and the construction of greeneries and
landscapes. It is considering
building more than 1 million
square meters of new green
spaces to prevent and reduce
air and water pollution.
Officials from the district’s
sports bureau say the Shanghai International 10k Race
will be held in Putuo for five
consecutive years. It will be
developed into another big
running race event after
the Shanghai International
Marathon and Shanghai International Half Marathon.
It plans to be the brand new
sports landscape in Putuo
after the annual dragon boat
race on Suzhou Creek.

Local Heritage

Scan to explore more
in your community
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Efforts made
to improve
health care,
education

A bird’s eye
view of the
commercial and
residential areas
along Suzhou
Creek around
the Wuning Road
Bridge. Putuo
government has
worked out the
“One Axis and
Two Wings”
strategy which
seeks to promote
technological
innovation of
the district. The
layout turns
Wuning Road into
an axis leading
the whole district
in innovation.
— Niu Yixin

Yao Jialin and Shen Li
Putuo District government
has been improving the life of
residents in areas like nursing,
education, health and sports
activities.
It has been striving to optimize communities in areas
like public spaces in neighborhoods and homes to make
them suitable for seniors.

Senior care

Putuo spells out 5-year plan for
industrial, technological growth
Tong Wangyue

P

utuo District will strengthen
industrial planning and focus on
technological innovation in the
next five years to catch up with
the latest trend in the industry.
The district is developing rapidly
thanks to the obvious advantage of its
favorable location. Known as Shanghai’s
“west hall lounge,” Putuo is an important
on-land gate and transport hub of Shanghai that connects the Yangtze River Delta
and the inland.
Along with regional industrial structure optimization and urban renewal,
the district plans to make more free
space available for development.
Putuo’s functional layout of “One Axis

and Two Wings,” which seeks to promote
technological innovation of the district,
has gradually been clear.
The layout turns Wuning Road into
an axis leading the whole district in
innovation. Ties among government,
research institutes, local universities
and high-tech parks in this area will be
strengthened.
The area will also build a platform for
resource-sharing and put the application
of scientific and technological achievements into practical use.
The north wing area, covering Taopu
and Zhenru areas, will focus on the
humane urban design, green ecological
system, and the integrated development
of industry and city.

The south area consists of Changfeng,
Changshou and Zhonghuan commercial
hub which are functional areas along
Suzhou Creek. These areas will develop
jointly to form innovative eco-system.
At present, a large number of advantageous industries such as modern
business trade, financial M&A, software
and information services, robot testing
and certification are gathering in these
areas.
The district will develop information
technology and accelerate the development of emerging industries to support
regional economies. The district will
create an environment for technological
innovation through investment, platform
building and incentives.

Activities galore at arts and cultural fest
Xu Wei
The curtains came down on
the month-long Suzhou Creek
Cultural and Arts Festival,
an important cultural brand
of Putuo District, to a lot of
acclaim. The festival, which
was launched in 2007, was in
its 10th year.
The one-month festival,
which opened on October 18,
staged more than 100 diverse
cultural and arts events.
Local people also had a
chance to know the history of
Suzhou Creek through postcards and photo exhibition.
Cultural performances and
poetry recitation competition
were also hosted to chronicle
the development of Suzhou
Creek.
Global Harbor, the largest
shopping mall in Putuo, presented piano concert, dance
performances and clown
show. Exhibitions of Picasso’s
paintings and creative kettle
installments were appreciated

Singers from across Putuo District participate the finale of a
singing contest for “New Shanghainese,” or out-of-towners
working and living in Shanghai. The annual Suzhou Creek
Culture and Arts Festival attracted tens of thousands of
participants, including foreigners.
by visitors.
A lot of versatile grassroots stars were discovered
during the festival’s singing
and traditional opera competitions. Around 1,000 free
movie screenings were held

at local communities.
A retrospective exhibition
of the festival’s development
over the last 10 years was
also organized. Painting and
calligraphy artworks, as well
as popular acts of the passing

years, were staged.
A highlight of the festival
was the grand grass-roots
singing competition of “new
Shanghainese.” Officials said
that more than 2,400 people,
including 58 foreign expats
from 18 countries took part
in the competition.
Contestants with superb
vocal skills were honored
at the festival’s closing
ceremony.
The festival also presented
M50 art season, children’s
art competition, and costume
exhibition of the dress and
jewelry of ethnic minorities
of the country.
This year’s festival had
a digital cultural service
platform that gave cell phone
users quick and easy accesses
to participate and interact
with all the programs. Many
citizens voted on their favorite programs. Award-winning
works and performances
were also uploaded onto the
platform for public display.

The district recently tried
out a pilot program on micronursing homes that enables
seniors to receive nursing
services at their homes.
A uniformed nursing care
evaluation will be carried out
to assess the actual needs for
such options for seniors.
An additional 2,267 beds
have been created after the
completion of nursing facilities such as Yichuan Nursing
Home and Taopu No. 1 Nursing Home.
By the end of 2015, the district had 20 day-care service
centers for seniors at communities, one district-level senior
activity center, 243 senior
activity rooms at neighborhoods and villages as well as
55 service stations for seniors.
The district’s civil affairs
bureau also worked on “old
companion” scheme to mobilize newly retired seniors to
work as volunteers and take
care of very old seniors who
live alone.

Re-decoration service
The bureau is also offering
home re-decoration service
to poverty-stricken seniors
to make their home suitable
for living. It was actively
involved in raising senior
service funds, offered gifts
and donated money to 3,500
poor seniors and those with
no children and relatives.
A total of 27,715 seniors
have benefited from the
bureau’s charity visits.
The district’s education
authorities have ensured highquality and fair education and
converted ordinary schools to
high-quality schools.
Health authorities in the district have also actively worked
to reform the medical system
to make medicine more affordable, ensure higher quality and
efficiency of medical services,
strict control of epidemics and
non-epidemic diseases.
The authorities have also
improved cultural industry
and sports in the district with
cultural festivals, Internet
film screening and cultural
creative industry. They have
improved sports facilities,
added national races, improved youth training and
residents’ physical strength.
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Taopu builds ‘sponge city’ to manage rainwater
Shen Li

T

An artist rendition of Taopu Smart City

aopu Smart City in Putuo
District will be included in a
pilot “sponge city” program
which aims to create more
green space to absorb rainwater and
channel it underground for use during droughts.
As part of the program, grassed
ditches, water-penetrating pavement,
greenery rooftops and wetlands are
designed to store rainwater. Scenic
water pools will also be used to control rainwater and prevent flooding.
Underneath Taopu Central Park
is a huge underground water pool,
which can store about 30,000
cubic meters of water per day. This
initiative is meant to reduce nearby

flooding risks by diverting water
into the park’s lake.
The program in Taopu will use
a new road material developed by
STEC. The tunneling and civil engineering company recently revealed
its latest innovations: a range of new
road-building materials.
The materials are all highly
water absorbent. One of these new
materials, known as water penetrating asphalt, can allow water
to penetrate it at a rate of 4,000
metric liters per minute. Roads
constructed with this material will
have less water pooling on them
during heavy rains.
Another material known as
ASWOOD is made from sawdust
and allows water to penetrate road

surfaces to reach roots and plants
underneath it. This material will be
suitable for roads in urban parks
and residential neighborhoods surrounded by green space, said Yan
Jun, deputy chief engineer at STEC,
the civil engineering company.
Another type of material can store
rainfall, which then evaporates when
the sun returns. This material can
also reduce temperatures associated
with the “heat island” effect.
This new asphalt material has
already been used on a section
of Middle Ring Road close to the
Puxi side of the Shangzhong Road
Tunnel, and on a 500-meter-long section north of the Jiading-Minhang
Elevated Road’s crossing with Jinshajiang Road.

Robots on the rise
as government
backs innovation
Tom Qian
Robots welcomed guests
and served water at the 2016
International Robot Test &
Assessment Summit Forum
at the Shanghai Putuo Global
Sourcing Exhibition & Convention Center on November 2.
Organized around the
theme of “Test, Assessment
and Development of Robots,”
the summit included separate
forums on robotic testing and
assessment, security and the
drone industry.
In 2015, the National Robot
Test and Assessment Center
was set up at Shanghai Electrical Apparatus Research
Institute (Group) Co Ltd.
This year, the group
launched a robotic testing,
assessment and certification
alliance.
Authorities in Putuo District
have also set up a Shanghai
Intelligent Manufacturing
and Robot Industry Zone with
more than 20 robot-related
enterprises.
To support the development
of the industry, Putuo has

created a special foundation
with 2 billion yuan (US$294
million) and introduced 10
regulations to accelerate
technological innovation in
the robotics industry around
the basis of 28 preferential
policies to boost scientific
innovation.
At the summit, officials
from the National Development and Reform Commission,
General Administration of
Quality Supervision, Ministry
of Industry and Information
Technology, and Certification
and Accreditation Administration handed out their
first batch of certificates for
Chinese robot products.
Putuo plans to allocate up to
10 million yuan toward robot
manufacturing enterprises
with annual income exceeding
10 billion yuan.
And the same amount will
be awarded for newly created
robot or control softwares
with proprietary intellectual
property rights.
Putuo also plans to open a
robot exhibition and experience center.

An attendee at the 2016
International Robot Test &
Assessment Summit Forum
signs up for the event at a
robot outside the meeting
venue, where the latest
developments in robotics were
on display.

For exhibitors, the district
plans to provide rental subsidies of up to 50 percent of
their investment, or a maximum of 2 million yuan.

District hacker-spaces answer call to innovate
Shen Li
The Putuo Hacker-Space Alliance has
been operating since October 2015
and already four of its member groups
have received national-level hackerspace certificates.
These hacker-spaces are iBetogether, Dream Rental Office, the Node’s
Shanghai Center and Creative Mind
Incunet, all of which were included in
the national Science and Technology
Incubator Management Service System
in September.
At a celebration ceremony for the one
year anniversary of the founding of

the alliance, leaders from the four new
national-level hacker-spaces shared
their experiences and views. These
included a shared belief that every
hacker-space should be professionalized and follow market rules, have
their own unique position, and learn to
fully integrate all available resources.
All participants at the ceremony also
agreed that business creation and innovation are tasks that involve everyone,
and only accumulated and coordinated
efforts can generate success.
The alliance has been following 28
district policies related to innovation
and business-starting to offer services

such as investment, platform buildings, loans, talents encouragement and
risk control, the participants said.
The alliance has also cooperated
with relevant district departments to
carry out science and technology innovation and business-starting activities.
The district government also encourages research institutions to cooperate
with local hacker-spaces. These institutions include the Shanghai Electrical
Apparatus Research Institute, East
China Normal University’s High-tech
Park, Tongji University’s High-tech
Park and the Shanghai Research
Institute of Chemical Industry, all of

which will cooperate with members of
the alliance in areas such as research
transfer, business-creation and business matchmaking with hacker spaces,
officials said at the ceremony.
After the ceremony, Rushing Storm
Hacker Space’s second phase project
was unveiled. It will focus on the
incubation of culture, entertainment
and media startups. It has a total space
of 1,600 square meters.
Multiple new hacker-spaces will open
to the public early next year. These
include spaces at New East China Normal University High-tech Park, Jinyang
Mansion and 2399 Zhongshan Road N.
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Architecture photos capture district’s past
2
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5
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One hundred pictures featuring old
buildings in Putuo District have been
exhibited at Putuo Culture Center. These
images show the district’s residential
quarters, historic sites, culture venues and
industrial heritage. They are selected from
over 3,500 entries collected since May.
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1. The former building of the Xinhe Yarn
Mill — Xu Jianhua
2. The site of the ancient Yuan Dynasty
(1271-1368) water gate — Yang Jiyu
3. Old buildings at Nanlin Teachers’
School — Lu Zheng
4. The former Xinhui Road Huatong
Public School — Zuo Qifeng
5. Hanta Tower — Li Xuefeng

5

4

6. The lounge of the former Shanghai
Sack Factory — Zhou Yanbing
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