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Smart Lighting Alliance
The making of smart lamp posts, 
each containing a WiFi router, 
power chargers, a touch screen, 
a security camera and a solar 
panel, is an emerging industry in 
Putuo.  B3

Scan to explore more 
in your community

life
People Diplomacy
Putuo maintains ties with 345 
non-governmental organiza-
tions worldwide for exchange 
and cooperation. Its residents 
are active in people-to-people 
diplomacy.  B4

Activities galore for tourists and locals
Xu Wei

T
his year’s Shanghai 
Tourism Festival 
gave local people and 
visitors a chance to 

discover the city’s unexplored 
beauty and vitality. During 
the month-long festival, a rich 
variety of programs were on 
offer — from a float parade to 
hiking tours, food and music 
festivals, art bazaar, exhibi-
tions, and a shopping carnival.

Putuo District had its share 
of activities to promote local 
attractions and its image as a 
modern, eco-friendly commu-
nity for living and working.

 This year’s tourism festival 
featured “Silk Road on the 
Sea” as the theme. 

To echo that theme, Putuo 
introduced a Suzhou Creek 
family tour program in Chang-
feng area. 

Other tourist attractions in 
the area like Changfeng Ocean 
World and Legoland Discovery 
Center attracted families with 
children with discount tickets 
and interactive games.

Red Star Macalline, a leading 
furnishing mall operator in 
China, presented a children’s 
drama “Three Piggies” at its 
Zhenbei store. Visitors also had 
a chance to experience life in 
2050 and 2500 through smart 
appliances and futuristic sce-
narios on exhibit in the store.

During the festival, people 
also played team building 
games on the bank of the 
Suzhou Creek to test their 
stamina and problem-solving 
skills.

The Suzhou Creek which 
meanders through Putuo has 
witnessed the tremendous 
changes along its course. 

A children’s painting contest 
called “Suzhou Creek in My 
Eye” was held at Shanghai Tex-
tile Museum. Winning works 
were put on display there. 

The museum also held a 
workshop for visitors to learn 
to make batik handkerchiefs 
using small objects in their 
daily life.

Global Harbor, the larg-
est shopping mall in Putuo, 
brought 100 cute kittens to 

meet with cat lovers. People 
also admired art installations 
in the mall, browsed a replica 
show named “The Last Day 
of Pompeii,” enjoyed live jazz 
music and a float parade, and 
shopped for cartoon products 
in China’s first “Kumamon” 
store.

Other activities in Putuo 
during the festival included 

an exhibition and a catwalk 
show of qipao, body-hugging 
silk gowns for Chinese women 
with long slits up to the hip. 

This quintessential Chi-
nese dress evolved from the 
clothes of Manchu women 
in the 1920s and is worn 
only at special functions to 
show the feminine beauty of 
Chinese women.

The twin towers of Global Harbor, the largest shopping mall in Putuo, are lit up during the National Day holiday from October 1 to 
7. The light show on their facades featured words and images with a patriotic theme. Lots of festive activities were held around the 
district during the holiday, including a float parade (below). — Zhang Suoqing
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Three district teams perform well in global quiz

Project to clean up 55 rivers by 2020 Old couple 
earns respect 
for donating 
their bodies

Photographers 
zoom in on local 
life in Putuo

Zhu Jing

T
he “One River One 
Plan” project to 
clean up 55 rivers 
and canals in Putuo 

is well under way. 
The district construction 

commission has formed a 
taskforce with four small 
teams to handle departmen-
tal coordination, project 
management, demolition 
and illegal discharges, 
and comprehensive river 
management.

The project has a cleanup 
schedule for every river. 
This year’s efforts are 
focused on restoring 
ecological balance in 32 
rivers with Chaoyang River 
and Xiqiu River as good 
examples.

Based on their prior inves-
tigation, authorities have 
sealed up 630 of the 853 
discharge pipes along local 
rivers and will upgrade 54 
drainage pipes. 

Discharge pipes from 
factories will be rerouted 
to join the city’s central 
discharge system, which is 
expected to be completed by 

A nice view of Nanzhangjing River in Zhenru Town after a district-wide project in Putuo 
aiming to clean up local rivers

year-end.
The commission has 

partnered with concerned 
government departments 
and major manufacturing 
enterprises to facilitate the 
project.

The commission is also 
cooperating with local 
universities, research 

institutes and companies 
to plan for sustainable 
utilization of river re-
sources. It will improve the 
current expert consulting 
mechanism.

Putuo will build a smart 
management platform for 
long-term management of 
waterways after clean-up. 

The public is encouraged 
to participate in river 
management and volunteer 
activities will be organized.

The objective of the “One 
River One Plan” project is 
to provide local residents a 
better living environment 
with clean rivers and beau-
tiful scenery by 2020.

 Shen Li

A senIOR couple in Putuo District 
recently signed an agreement to donate 
their bodies for medical research after 
they die.

Cai Keming, 80, and his wife Liu 
Guoying, 77, are active in charity and 
community work. They used to take 
care of a neighbor for 20 years and 
that neighbor bequeathed her house to 
them out of gratitude.

A year ago, another neighbor had 
a big quarrel with her children over 
buying a grave site. After that, the 
couple would talk about death every 
night before going to sleep and discuss 
whether to have a burial under a tree 
or in the sea until they heard about 
body donation.

Liu was abandoned by her parents as 
a child and grew up in an orphanage. 
she is grateful to the society and wants 
to do something in return after her 
death. she decided to donate her body 
after death and her husband, formerly 
a serviceman, agreed with her. They 
signed an agreement with a govern-
ment agency with their two sons in 
presence.

The couple’s two sons said they re-
spect their parents’ decision to donate 
their bodies after death and they will 
follow their example in the future.

For 20 years, they took care of an 
elderly woman who lived alone and 
was too weak to cook her own meal. 
Liu would buy food for her every day 
from her factory canteen and treated 
the woman like her own mother. 

The couple did a lot of things for 
their neighbor until she died. In 
her will, the old lady bequeathed a 
quarter of her house to the couple 
and her decision was supported by 
her own relatives.

Tom Qian

ThRee Putuo teams made 
up of students and teachers 
snatched two gold and one 
silver medals in the 2016 
Global natural history Day 
Quiz Final while Dai Jian 
from the Putuo Juniors 
Activity Center was named 
one of China’s top 10 

natural science teachers.
The quiz contest was 

organized by the Global 
health and education 
Foundation, shanghai 
science education Devel-
opment Foundation and 
shanghai soong Ching Ling 
Foundation. 

More than 300 teams 
from the Us, Thailand, 

Myanmar, Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia and China took 
part in the contest.

Global natural his-
tory Day was initiated by 
Behring’s Global health and 
education Foundation in 
2012. 

This year’s theme “Who is 
whose who” was intended 
to stimulate children to 

explore the relationships of 
all living things in nature.

Putuo sent 22 teams to 
join the quiz training and 
competition and three 
teams reached the final 
round. 

Putuo has participated 
in the contest for five years 
and won five gold medals 
and five silver medals.

Yao Jialin and Shen Li

A GROUP of foreign photographers 
toured Mengqing Theme Park and 
M50 Creative Park in Putuo District on 
september 10 and 11. They are from 
Associated Press, AFP, JoongAng Ilbo of 
south Korea and a Russian newspaper, 
including two Pulitzer Prize winners and 
several World Press Photo prize winners.

Mengqing Theme Park stretches along 
the suzhou Creek between Changhua 
Road and Jiangning Road. It has beauti-
ful pavilions and waterside terraces. 
The photographers snapped pictures of 
the scenery and a community chorus 
doing a rehearsal there.

M50 Creative Park on the south bank 
of the suzhou Creek is home to many 
art studios, galleries, fine arts educa-
tion facilities and a variety of creative 
enterprises. The foreign press photog-
raphers also took a lot pictures there, 
including outdoor installations and 
graffiti-covered walls.

A foreign photographer is attracted by the senior citizens playing traditional Chinese music instrument during a tour in 
Putuo’s Mengqing Theme Park. — Yao Jialin
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Museum bell announces 
landmark M&A deal
Wu Guohua and Tom Qian

RepResentatives of three 
major companies specialized 
in mergers and acquisitions 
ringed a bell at the China Merg-
ers and acquisitions Museum 
in putuo on august 26 for the 
first time in the international 
practice to announce each 
merger or acquisition with a 
bell.

after the bell-ringing 
ceremony, the representatives 
from shanghai Fosun Group, 
Beijing enterprises Group and 
shenzhen Letv Group also dis-
cussed M&a trends in China 
with about 100 participants.

the shanghai Office of 
Financial services endorses the 
development of a M&a busi-
ness center in putuo District 
to offer better services and 
environment, said Zheng Yang, 
director of the office.

He said he hopes the compa-
nies that ring the bell would not 
forget the risks and their social 
responsibilities. shanghai 

welcomes more enterprises to 
ring the M&a bell in putuo.

shi Xiaolin, the party sec-
retary of putuo District, said 
the district wants to cooperate 
with more companies through 
this platform and he hopes 
more Chinese companies can 
show their excellence and ac-
complishment to the world by 
ringing the bell.

putuo authorities are pro-
moting the development of 
financial services and intel-
ligent manufacturing in the 
district during the city’s 13th 
Five-Year plan period (2016-
2020), said Zhou Minhao, 
mayor of putuo District.

the M&a bell at the museum 
is 3.2 meters high, 4 meters in 
diameter and weighs 5 tons. 
Only a merger or acquisition 
valued over Us$1 billion or 
with a global impact can be 
celebrated by ringing of the 
bell, according to Wang Wei, 
chairman of the China Mergers 
and acquisitions association.

District banks on smart lighting 
as new economic growth driver

Google opens 
AdWords  
experience 
center in Putuo

Wu Guohua and Zhu Jing 

sMaRt lighting has become a new 
driver of local economy for putuo 
District. smart light or, to be exact, 
the smart lamp post is a versatile 
product that includes a WiFi router, 
a charger for electric cars, a touch-
screen display for information lookup, 
a security camera and a solar panel.

Last year, a smart lighting alliance 
was formed at prona plaza in putuo to 
attract companies in this new sector 
and train their employees. the district 
government joined hands with the 
shanghai economic and information 
technology Commission to introduce 
smart lighting on a trial basis.

the smart lighting program is consid-
ered a part of the “Four new” economy 
(new industries, new business types, 

new technologies and new growth mod-
els) and the “smart City” initiative.

a smart lamp post contains energy-
saving LeD lamps, parking meters, 
traffic lights, road signs, a security 
camera, a WiFi hotspot and a digital 
information display. it is an innova-
tion with broad application, according 
to an official in charge of the program.

smart lamp posts can be widely in-
stalled in business centers, residential 
communities, industrial parks, tourist 
attractions and campuses.

the alliance has attracted nearly 80 
companies in industrial design, solar 
energy, LeD lighting, it and telecom-
munications, and media industries 
to move to prona plaza, including 
MXCHip, a firm funded by alibaba 
Group to provide solutions in areas 
from remote medical care to smart 

grid and smart traffic.
China electronics technology Group 

is building a shared platform for mass 
production of smart lamp posts. the 
platform will be based in putuo.

the smart lighting program is 
spreading beyond putuo. More and 
more prona lamp posts will appear 
on the roadsides of industrial parks, 
residential complexes and commercial 
districts across the city. they were 
already erected around prona plaza 
early this year.

putuo will strengthen its cooperation 
between governmental departments 
and companies to promote the program 
with favorable policies and financial 
support. the district government is 
considering the adoption of public-
private partnership to spur the growth 
of the smart lighting industry.

Hi-tech park caters to needs of enterprises
Shen Li

ZHanGjianG Hi-tech park 
putuo Division organized 
numerous training sessions 
in the first half of this 
year to help companies in 
the park to improve their 
performance. it also ex-
plained the park’s policies 
and procedures for getting 
listed on shanghai equity 
exchange.

the trainings also 
covered the usage of in-
novation vouchers from 
the shanghai science and 

technology Commission, 
China’s Labor Contract 
Law, and applications of 
new media. More than 500 
people have received train-
ing so far.

the park officials said 
they will give lectures on 
intellectual property protec-
tion, technology financing, 
preparation for stock mar-
ket listing, and application 
for permanent residency in 
shanghai in the second half 
of the year.

the park administra-
tion has opened accounts 

on WeChat and QQ social 
media platforms to serve 
companies in the park. its 
WeChat group has more 
than 320 followers working 
in about 210 companies. 
they post an average of 
1,000 messages per month 
on subjects from park 
policies to new projects, 
technology issues, noise 
problem and employment 
of foreign staff.

the administration said 
it will launch a public 
service account on WeChat 
that combines information 

release, policy explanation, 
company profiles, project 
application and consulting 
service all in one place.

in the first half of the 
year, the park’s putuo 
division attracted a number 
of high-tech firms such as 
Xiniu interactive network 
technology Co Ltd, Muzhu 
information technology Co 
Ltd, and Mi’erxuan Biosci-
ence and technology Co 
Ltd. jinlanluo network 
technology and i-caiwu.
com will move to the park 
in coming months.

Tom Qian

GOOGLe opened its adWords shanghai 
experience Center recently in tiandi 
software park in Changzheng town, 
putuo District.

Google adWords provides online 
advertising service for companies to 
show brief ads in its search engine 
with a 70 percent of global market 
share, its video sharing site Youtube 
and its android system used by 
nearly 85 percent of smartphones 
worldwide.

the adWords system has more than 
100 language interfaces and covers 
over 200 countries, enabling Chinese 
companies to build brands and develop 
markets abroad.

More jobs
Google adWords will initially hire 

100 people to work at the center and 
increase the number to 200 to provide 
services for about 5,000 shanghai 
cross-border trading companies. 

it will select 20 big companies as key 
clients and generate about 2 billion 
yuan (Us$298.51 million) in annual 
sales.

Google said it will make the shang-
hai experience center its flagship store 
in China.

putuo has promoted the develop-
ment of e-commerce for years. the 
Google adWords experience center will 
be a boost to the e-commerce, online 
marketing and related sectors in the 
district. 

it is also believed to benefit small 
and medium-sized enterprises and 
contribute to the country’s Belt and 
Road initiative.

Art market lures M50 visitors•	
Visitors shop for arts and crafts at a creative market held at M50 from September 24-25. The 
art market was part of the 2016 Shanghai Tourism Festival and attracted many students from 
nearby universities, locals, travelers and art designers. — Wu Guohua
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Putuo enjoys growing ties with world

Xu Wei

Under the invitation of the Shang-
hai People’s Association for Friend-
ship with Foreign Countries, a 51-
people delegation from San Marino 
visited the Caoyang no. 2 High 
School on September 12. 

The visitors demonstrated their 
flag-waving skills on the campus 
while local students and some 
Putuo residents performed martial 
arts and fitness dance.

The San Marino visitors also 
joined a group of writers and artists 
from new Zealand, Singapore and 
Japan to visit a vegetable market, 
a community center and a hospital 
of traditional Chinese medicine in 
Putuo and had dinner at host fami-
lies in Caoyang Community as part 
of the “Be Shanghainese for One 
day” program.

The residential community built in 
1951 has received about 300,000 
visitors from over 150 countries. 

The “Be Shanghainese” program 
allows foreigners to experience 
Chinese life and culture and interact 
with Shanghai people. Initiated in 
1993, the program has become a 
popular tourism brand of Shanghai.

Caoyang no. 2 High School 
is a major player in international 
exchanges. 

The school now offers foreign 
language courses in German, Italian 
and dutch. It holds film shows and 
literary and art activities for stu-
dents to learn foreign histories and 
cultures. The students can also join 
organized holiday tours in europe. 
Some of its graduates were admit-
ted to prestigious universities in 
europe, such as Goethe University 
Frankfurt and the University of Pisa.

For over 30 years, the Putuo 
district Central Hospital has offered 
TCM internship training to more 
than 200 students from the United 
States, France, Switzerland, Japan, 
Australia and South Korea. 

Some of them started their own 
TCM practice after going home and 
use traditional Chinese medicine, 
such as acupuncture and massage, 
to relieve the pains of patients and 
cure some difficult diseases. 

An increasing number of foreign 
students are interested in TCM.

San Marino 
guests learn 
Chinese life

Foreign visitors learn to paint on eggs, a Chinese folk art, as they explore Putuo District. — Photos by Wang Rongjiang

Foreign tourists also show their traditional culture and art to people in Putuo.

Xu Wei

T
his year marks the 60th 
anniversary of the Shanghai 
People’s Association for Friend-
ship with Foreign Countries, 

which maintains friendly ties with 345 
non-governmental organizations in 
100 countries and promotes exchanges 
in culture and art, education, medi-
cine, science and technology.

Some exchange programs take place 
in Putuo District. Many local residents 
play the role of a cultural ambassador 
and are active in people-to-people 
diplomacy.

There are about 1,690 foreign-funded 
enterprises in Putuo and the district 
registered 5,343 foreign residents and 
7,898 foreigners who work and live 
here for short periods.

The district government also has 
close cooperation with foreign cham-
bers of commerce and big foreign 
multinationals such as Carrefour, 
The Cordish Companies and Metro 
AG.

Putuo’s M50 Creative Park is now 
an icon of Shanghai’s cultural and 
creative industries. It receives many 
visitors from international cultural or-
ganizations and holds many art shows 
every year.

The annual dragon boat race on 
the Suzhou Creek has become an 
international sports event with many 
Shanghai expats forming their own 
teams to participate in the rowing race. 
Folk arts and customs from different 
nations are also displayed during the 
event.

Putuo authorities worked hard to 
strengthen international exchanges 
and cooperation in education and 
health care and have received 
many delegations from renowned 

education and medical institutions 
around the world.

A growing number of foreign consul-
ates in Shanghai have participated in 
activities held in Putuo and the district 
has established sisterly relationship 
with numerous metropolitan districts 
or cities in Mexico, the United States, 
South Korea and Japan.

There are 17 foreign visitor reception 
centers across Putuo. Caoyang Com-
munity draws a great deal of media 
coverage with its annual “Be Shanghai-
nese for One Day” program. 

Last year, the program attracted 20 
groups of foreign visitors, totaling 
222 people from different countries. 
More cultural exchange programs are 
planned to strengthen Putuo’s ties 
with foreign countries.
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