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School Of Hope
Volunteers, schools and the lo-
cal government joined together 
to open a school at Shanghai 
Children’s Hospital that offers 
classes for children hospitalized 
for longer periods of time.  B3
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From A Great Height
The Suzhou Creek is one of 
Putuo District’s most recognizable 
features. Using drones, a group 
of local photographers have 
found a new to capture this iconic 
waterway.  B4

Zhu Jing 

I
n a bid to further develop 
local education and to 
reform the educational 
system, Putuo District 

formed an education associa-
tion at a meeting held by the 
district education bureau and 
East China Normal University 
in late February. 

The association is made up 
of 13 local schools in the dis-
trict, including kindergartens, 
primary schools and middle 
schools, and will serve as a 
platform to share teaching 
resources between the univer-
sity and participating schools.

Led by the division of 
schooling and lifelong educa-
tion of East China Normal 
University, the association will 

benefit all members and make 
plans for how to train teach-
ers, develop new curricula, 
manage schools and recruit 
talent. It will also work on bet-
ter cooperation and projects 
between the members.

A director from Nujiang 
Middle School said that the 
association would make high-
quality teaching resources 
more accessible. 

It will also allow the mem-
bers to gather valuable new 
experience and exchange ideas 
with other member schools, 
which will improve school 
management and teaching 
quality. 

The alliance will help young 
teachers to learn from more 
senior peers and experts 
within the district. 

The working mechanism 
will include a school, two 
groups and three teams. 

The school will provide 
training programs to young 
teachers; the two groups 
are designed to strengthen 
education supervision and 
guide subject development; 
and the three teams are set up 
to strengthen communication 
and collaboration between 
different grades, schools, and 
projects.

In the past few years, the 
district education bureau has 
established the local educa-
tion positioning, namely, 
the educational circle led by 
East China Normal Univer-
sity, the Caoyang No. 2 High 
School Educational Park, and 
10 sub-district educational 

associations. 
By now, nine sub-districts 

have established the edu-
cational associations. The 
bureau will continue to push 
forward the initiative in Wanli 
Sub-district and strive to meet 
the growing demands from 
the public with better educa-
tional quality and resources. 

Caoyang No 2. High School 
Educational Park was officially 
established on March 1. 

The school will absorb high 
quality teaching resources 
from China and the world, 
conduct experiments in class-
room teaching and campus 
management and share its 
resources with other schools. 

Some member schools are 
already offering optional Ger-
man and Italian classes.

Innovation for a 21st century education
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Yao Jialin and Tom Qian

I
n a recent survey by Changshou Road 
Sub-district on service ability of 
grass-root neighborhood committees, 
Zhiyinyuan Residential Area ranked 

second. 
The high ranking is attributed to its 

“all-in-one” self-governing by all parties 
involved, which has proven to be an ef-
fective way in governing the community. 

“The boulevard beside Zhiyinyuan and 
along Suzhou Creek was occupied by 
randomly parked vehicles and construc-
tion rubbish before, and we often found 
thieves wandering there,” a resident 
surnamed Wang recalled. 

“More than 200 vehicles were parking 
there. Some had been abandoned for a 
long time already, and the sanitation 
was so poor that residents nearby were 

deeply worried,” Jiang Quan, Party secre-
tary of CPC Zhiyinyuan committee, said.

In June last year, the committee 
organized six Party meetings to which 
the neighborhood committee, property 
management, the real estate owner’s 
committee, police and representatives 
from institutions in the area were invited 
to discuss how to tackle the problem.

In August, the complete renovation 
started after coordination with related 
government departments, police and real 
estate management.

Volunteers joined cleaning efforts and 
patrolled the road to spot and report 
randomly parked cars to neighborhood 
committee. 

Fifteen surveillance monitors have 
been installed along the road to make its 
management easier. The neighborhood 

committee and property management 
organized volunteers to patrol the road 
in regular intervals. 

After half a year, the boulevard has a 
complete new look and every morning, 
dozens of people gather here to exercise 
or enjoy their leisure time on the open 
platform of the river bank and under 
green trees. 

Shui’an Mingyuan community in 
Zhiyinyuan recruited more than 30 
volunteers when the volunteer team was 
first set up. 

“I often saw volunteers in red vests 
patrolling the community to keep order 
and to keep the environment clean, so 
now I also apply to be a volunteer to 
make contributions to the community,” 
a 74-year-old resident surnamed Yin said 
when applying to be a volunteer last year.

Once bleak, Changfeng shines bright

Li Xinran

PuTuo has launched the 
campaign to improve the 
environment and advocate 
self-governance at a grassroots 
level.

District Party Secretary 
Shi Xiaolin hopes that more 
people join community affairs 
and work with grassroots 
officials to improve living 
conditions and build a better 
home for everyone. 

Xiaoyujia Lane, a rundown 
neighborhood with more than 
2,700 residents, half of them 
migrants, is getting a facelift 
thanks to joint efforts by local 
officials and residents.

Community officials helped 
residents to form a self-
governing body to oversee 
sanitation and environment in 
the lane and prevent illegal ac-
tivities with volunteer patrols.

unlicensed stalls and 
venders are told to obtain 
official permits and follow 
the law and regulations. 
More and more residents now 
work as volunteers to help 
maintain good order in their 
neighborhood.

The collective effort has 
paid off. There is no littering 
anymore and illegal structures 
were removed, while harmony 
in the lane increased.

At 2003 Xincun Road, a 
renovation project saw the 
construction of a sunroom for 
public use which has become a 
place for indoor recreation and 
exercise.

Residents may enjoy danc-
ing or do physical exercise 
here. other areas, like Nu-
jiangyuan community in 
Changzheng Town, have also 
been improved through local’s 
self-governance 

At Jianhua community in 
Taopu Town, residents and 
community officials clean up 
the public space of each apart-
ment building. 

Zhu Jing 

A keY national laboratory for 
polyolefin catalysts and high 
performance materials has 
opened in Putuo.

It is the fourth nation-level 
platform for research and 
development in science and 
technology in the district. 

The lab will serve as a 
comprehensive platform for 
the chemical industry, col-
leges and research institutes 
to facilitate researches in the 
area of polymerization and 
catalysts, and to commercial-
ize such technologies into 
products. 

The the lab will not only 
improve domestic innovation 
capabilities as well as scientif-
ic and technological skills in 
polyolefin catalysts and high 
performance materials, but 
also assist in ground-breaking 
work in the polyolefin sector 
in core technologies.

The lab will help foster pro-
fessional talents for relevant 
enterprises. 

Putuo will continue to 
strengthen its ties and col-
laboration with local colleges, 
universities and research 
institutes. 

It will also further develop 
the “one Axis, Two Wings” 
layout with an aim to build 
Wuning Road into an focal 
point for innovation and 
development. 

In the past few years, Putuo 
officials have been working 
to create a public service 
system to fully support 
makers and enterprises in a 
bid to strengthen the part-
nerships with the municipal 
government and neighbor-
ing districts and bolster the 
development of regional high-
tech industries.

Citizens give boulevard a facelift

Laboratory 
to work on 
pioneering 
chemistry

Residents 
join together 
to revamp 
community

Big city, small bricks
Visitors check out a selection of familiar landmarks at the Shanghai Legoland Discovery 
Center, which has opened this month inside Parkside Plaza in Putuo District. Admission to the 
attraction — which its organizers claim comprises 3.9 million colored bricks — costs 180 yuan 
(US$28) per person. — Wang Rongjiang

Wu Guohua and Shen Li

AFTeR more than 10 years 
of development, Changfeng 
area has been converted from 
a bleak industrial zone into a 
modern service industry hub 
with a great balance of water, 
greenery and buildings.

The 2.2-square-kilometer 
Changfeng ecological Busi-
ness Park is bonded by 
Changfeng Park in the east, 
Suzhou Creek in the south, 
Jinshajiang Road in the north 
and the Middle Ring Road and 
Zhenbei Road in the west.

The area used to be the 

most heavily industrialized 
zone along Suzhou Creek, 
occupied by more than 100 
chemical and mechanical 
factories. over the decades, 
many factories closed and old 
workshops and warehouses 
were left vacant in the area, 
officials said.

In 2002, however, Putuo’s 
government invited uS com-
pany NBBJ to map out how 
the area could be converted 
into a mixed community with 
business, trade, tourism, 
entertainment and apartment 
buildings. Public greenery, 

roads and other infrastruc-
ture were built.

According to the plans, 
Changfeng was to be occupied 
by business offices, 830,000 
square meters for homes and 
300,000 for public supporting 
facilities.

The business park adopted 
ecological building technolo-
gies such as LeD, breathing 
curtains, ice storage systems 
and rain water recycling 
systems. 

International energy man-
agement provider Schneider 
electric is not only locating 

its headquarters here, but 
also used its expertise to 
reconstruct Changfeng 
Tower’s energy system to save 
more than 2 million yuan 
(uS$306,640) in annual costs.

Some old factories were 
turned into trademark exhibi-
tion halls, a yacht pavilion and 
the Jacky Chan Film Gallery.

The business park’s suc-
cessful conversion has won 
the National Model Prize for 
Residential environment in 
2014, the highest domestic 
honor for habitat environ-
ment construction.
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At rainbow bay, education equals hope for kids
Xu Wei

B
eing hospitalized for an ex-
tended period of time is hard 
on anybody. There’s the dis-
eases itself that patients are 

struggling with, the boredom, and the 
fact that they are being cut off from 
everyday life. 

For children, it’s particularly hard 
— unable to go to school and see their 
friends, and they fear that they will lag 
behind. With the recent launch of the 
“rainbow bay” the Shanghai Children’s 
Hospital now offers a solution. 

In collaboration with Changfeng Edu-
cation of Putuo District, the hospital 
established a school inside the ward. 

The local government and enterpris-
es have donated batches of books and 
school bags to equip the classroom, 
and teachers from 12 nearby schools 
are volunteering to give different 
courses in the ward every Tuesday, 
which reduces the academic gap be-
tween patients and their classmates.

“Before the launch of the ward 
school, a lot of young patients who 
didn’t have much chance to practice 
their abilities in language and inter-
personal communication,” says Niu 
Jun, an official from the Shanghai 
Children’s Hospital. “It would be hard 
for them to get accustomed to school 
life after recovery.”

The school’s name, “rainbow bay” is 
meant to conveys the organizers’ wish 
for little patients to once again see 
hope in spite of their condition. 

Officials from No. 4 Secondary 
School Attached to East China Normal 
University say that each school in Pu-
tuo’s Changfeng area is engaged in the 
voluntary work of the hospital’s school. 

So far, the voluntary team counts 
around 100 veteran teachers who will 
teach patients of different age groups, 
from preschoolers to primary school 
students and middle school students. 

The curriculum covers mathematics, 
language, science and art. Experts will 
also provide psychological counsel-
ing and assistance for the children. In 
their leisure time, the classroom also 
provides a space for children to draw, 
paint or color, build clay sculptures, 
play music or read.

Currently patients benefiting from 
the “rainbow bay” program are mainly 
those who suffer from cancer and 
kidney diseases, but organizers are 
planning to soon serve a wider range 
of patients.

During a recent visit, a six-year-old 
patient yelled out loud how much he 
loves to paint and play with the teach-
ers in the ward. His parents extended 
their gratitude, and recalled how their 
child used to cry and scream a lot. 
Being able to take lessons have made 
the child happier and once again 
excited about life. 

Organizers said that, based on 
feedback from the children and their 
parents, they plan to update and 
improve the curriculum to meet every-
body’s needs. Some children will also 
receive tailor-made mentoring from the 
professionals.

Volunteer teams in Putuo are active 
in many areas. In the past few years, 
Putuo Central Hospital has made big 
progress in the development of its 
volunteer base.

The base, which was set up in 2013, 
has received a lot of awards for its 
efforts. It has recently been honored 
as one of Shanghai’s top 10 volunteer 

A volunteer gives an art class for children at Shanghai Children’s Hospital in Putou as the “rainbow bay” volunteer program has been launched (below) to help 
hospitalized children get schooling inside the ward.

communities.
Every year, the base receives around 

300,000 yuan (US$46,000) in finan-
cial support from the hospital for its 
day-to-day operations. Volunteers from 
neighboring schools and enterprises 
can apply for one of the volunteer 
programs in the hospital through the 
base’s own public WeChat account. 
Each volunteer will also receive special 
training, and their work will be evalu-
ated based on feedback.

Local middle school students, magi-
cians and music lovers frequently 
volunteer to bring joy to patients by 
caring for them or by presenting light-
hearted acts.

Recently, arts and handicraft were 
sold at a charity bazaar by teachers 
from Putuo, hosted at IMAGO Mall. 
Teachers brought their paintings, 
calligraphy and handmade items to 
the bazaar, and the proceeds of more 
than 6,000 yuan were donated to the 

students from lower socioeconomic 
backgrounds.

In addition to the bazaar, veteran 
teachers also held educational counsel-
ing for parents. Later this year, public 
lectures and educational exchanges 
will be hosted for parents.

In many of Putuo’s communities, 
volunteers are also lending a help-
ing hand to needy people and their 
families. 

The Lark Bird volunteer group, based 
in the Caoyang area, has encouraged 
members with medical expertise 
to offer health-care consultations, 
lectures and treatment to elderly 
residents. 

Currently, the group has more than 
9,600 registered volunteers, with a 
diverse set of talents and skills. With 
their volunteer work, they cover a wide 
range of functions and services in the 
community, including mediation for 
family disputes and legal counseling.
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Shutterbugs from the Shanghai Media 
Drone Photographing Associations 
recently sent their unmanned aerial 

vehicles aloft to snap views along the 
meandering Suzhou Creek, which runs 
though Putou District. Here are some of 

their best results.

1. “Mengqing Park” by Zhu Yushuai and 
Fang Tao

2. “Dayu Island in the Mengqing Park” by 
Niu Yixin

3. “The Brilliant City” by Cheng Xugang

4. “Changfeng Park” by Niu Yixin

5. “Changfeng No. 1 Greenland” by Niu Yixin      

Taking to the sky to capture Putou’s iconic creek
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