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Hatching Dreams
Incubators and maker spaces 
along Caoyang Road offer every-
thing an entrepreneur needs to 
grow their business.  C3

Scan to explore more 
in your community

PeOPLe
Standing At Attention
Three local residents from Putuo 
District open up about being 
invited to the recent military 
parade in Beijing.  C4

Xu Wei

D
uring this year’s 
Shanghai Tourism 
Festival — which ran 
from September 12 

to October 6 — authorities in 
Putuo District organized a 
series of exciting fashion, art 
and sporting events. 

The festivities in the district 
kicked off with an opening 
ceremony at the Global Harbor 
shopping mall on September 
13. The event featured parades 
and a performance by children 
from the Shanghai Little Star 
Arts Troupe.

It also marked the start of 
a shopping festival at Global 
Harbor, where shoppers could 
enjoy discounts as well as 
music and dance shows.

On September 16, the shop-
ping center hosted a musical 
stage show entitled “The 
Beach of Shanghai.” The show 
was inspired by the classic 
Hong Kong TV series of the 
same name, and featured per-
formers in traditional qipao 
dresses and sets evoking the 

culture of Shanghai during 
the 1930s.

For youngsters, Global 
Harbor hosted an exhibition, 
as well as games and movie 
airings, based on the title 
characters of the movie 
“Minions.”

The Suzhou Creek area also 
enjoyed its share of eye-
catching events and activities. 
This area is home to many of 
the district’s historical and 
artistic attractions, including 
the Yuan Dynasty Water Gate 
Museum, the Shanghai Brand 
and Matchbox Label Museum, 
Mengqing Park, the Shanghai 
Textile Museum, as well as 
contemporary art hub M50.

On September 26, the creek 
area hosted a 5-kilometer ori-
enteering and obstacle-course 
race that drew a total of 125 
sports lovers.

M50 joined the festivities 
with the launch of a special art 
event. The event will run until 
October 19 and features new 
works from famed contem-
porary artists such as Zhang 
Enli. Over the course of his 

District joins in tourism festival fun 
to the event, as did Japanese 
fantasy artist Naohisa Inoue — 
who has worked on animated 
sequences and created refer-
ence art for the films of Hayao 
Miyazaki.

Emerging designers and art-
ists were also able to showcase 
their pieces and meet with 
members of the public dur-
ing a special open day at the 
event.

Over at the Shanghai Textile 
Museum, organizers hosted 
a workshop where visitors 
learned the techniques of 
traditional tie-dying and 
Chinese knotting. As knowl-
edge of these age-old skills 
fades, the workshop was a 
rare opportunity for partici-
pants to experience the art of 
traditional textile-making at 
first hand. 

Over at MTR City Plaza, a 
tourism bazaar was held to 
promote the distinctive tour-
ism attractions, products and 
services of Putuo. The bazaar 
was further enlivened with a 
food carnival. 

Continues on C2

Children from the Shanghai Little Star Arts Troupe give a performance at the Global Harbor shopping mall as Shanghai’s annual 
tourism festival kicked off in Putuo. A series of stage performances, art exhibitions, fashion shows, parades, folk art activities and 
sporting events were held during the one-month event that ended last week. — Courtesy by Putuo Tourism Bureau

career, Zhang has participated 
in Art Basel as well as a host 
of other major biennales. 
Outside of China, his works 
can be seen at Tate London, 
among other notable galleries 
and museums.

Celebrated printmaker Dong 
Kejun also contributed works 

A marching band performs 
at the opening of the tourism 
festival in Putuo.  
— Zhang Suoqing
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Functional zones, responsive 
officials lure companies
Tang Liwei and Shen Li

Putuo District authorities have 
set up six functional areas to 
attract investment within the 
services sector.

Authorities in the district will 
adopt a set of new evaluation 
methods to come up with a swift 
investment discovery mechanism. 

they have also pledged to open 
information channels to share 
resources between functional 
areas.

one company that recently 
invested in the district thanks to 
its favorable local policies was QY 
Water treatment, based in North 
China’s Henan Province. 

Having first heard of the 
company’s intention to invest in 
Shanghai back in July, Zhou Xiao-
fang, deputy director of Yichuan 
Subdistrict office, passed this 
information to the Changshou 
Business District Investment 
Promotion Center.

After that, the center intro-
duced the Changfeng Financial 

Port to the company and later sent 
its employees to accompany the 
executives of QY Water treatment 
on a field study to the district. 

the center also generated 
several investment plans as refer-
ences for QY Water and shared 
its requirements with other 
functional areas in the district as 
well to find the most appropriate 
location.

Feeling the sincerity of the local 
government, the company de-
cided to invest in Putuo just one 
month after the initial contact.

With the help of all government 
agencies, the company underwent 
a streamlined process to obtain a 
business license on September 2, 
after just 10 days of processing 
time.

Altogether, QY Water treatment 
took only a little more than one 
month to complete the founding 
of its fully-capitalized subsidiary 
company in Yichuan, according to 
Du Xiaobing, an assistant man-
ager at the company.

Fu Peiwen and Tom Qian

AutHorItIeS in the Zhenru Subdis-
trict are testing a new digital urban 
grid management system with the help 
of urban management inspectors and a 
dispatch center on Zhichuan road.

During a recent demonstration, an 
inspector surnamed Chen took out his 
cell phone and snapped several photos 
of a shop that had intruded onto the 
sidewalk outside with its wares. Chen 
then uploaded these images onto 
Zhenru’s urban management system. 

When these images appeared on a 

screen back at the urban management 
center on Zhichuan road, officials 
there assigned an urban management 
team to resolve this issue. the center 
also sent another inspector to visit the 
site and take further pictures for its 
records.

this new system is part of a trend 
to use digital technology to enforce 
urban management policies and gather 
information in real time.

this echoes calls from the CPC 
Shanghai Committee to efficiently 
settle urban management issues at the 

grassroots level by setting aside the 
normal divisions which traditionally 
exist between various government 
departments and administrative levels.

In the past, this often meant that 
urban management problems were 
first reported by local residents, but 
they are now identified by inspectors 
and administrators.

As a pilot area, Zhenru is divided 
into six grids covering 36 communi-
ties. urban management officials, 
police stations, market administrators 
and city sanitation officers pooled 

their resources and formed a closed 
system of identifying problems and 
assigning tasks. 

So far the area covers 145 types of 
urban management and community 
service problems. 

the center runs 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, year round. each grid in-
spector covers 6.5 kilometers a day on 
average. there are seven such inspec-
tors involved in the new program.

Since the system was put into opera-
tion, it has dealt with 60 cases and 
solved 45.

Yao Jialin and Tom Qian

oFFICIAlS in Putuo District 
launched the 2015 Healthy 
lifestyle Week at Caoyang Com-
munity School early last month. 

leaders from related depart-
ments joined the opening 
ceremony, during which they 
presented electronic blood pres-
sure monitors as gifts to local 
public health units.

the event focused on various 
health topics, including limiting 
the consumption of oil, salt and 
cigarettes; maintaining a healthy 
weight and exercising; as well 
as psychological well-being and 
food safety.

Meanwhile, the Putuo Health 
Promotion Committee held a se-
ries of activities to mark the 9th 
National Healthy lifestyle Action 
Day, including lectures on family 
and public health, yoga, dancing 
and bodybuilding shows.

Digital technology used to tackle urban issues 

Promoting 
healthy 
lifestyles

Children pose for a picture with Lego mascot Bertie 
on September 22 as construction started on Legoland 
Discovery Center Shanghai at Changfeng Parkside 
Plaza. — Wang Rongjiang

Ready to roll •	
Residents of Taopu, a residential complex with over 200,000 residents in Putuo, line up to board bus No. 1230, the first community 
bus line in Shanghai. Twenty more such community lines are being planned citywide to make commuting easier for residents of 
large-scale communities. — Yong Kai 

From C1

Also during the festival, con-
struction began on legoland 
Discovery Center Shanghai at 
Changfeng Parkside Plaza. the 
indoor family attraction — op-
erated by British leisure group 
Merlin entertainments — will 
open to public next spring. 
targeting children from 3 to 
10 years of age, the center will 
feature models, attractions 
and interactive fun inspired by 
the lego building toys.

other hot tourist spots 
during the festival and the 
National Day holiday included 
Changfeng ocean World, Zhon-
ghuan business district and 
red Star Macalline, a major 
furniture franchise mall. 
these locations hosted diverse 
events, ranging from lucky 
draws and karaoke contests to 
talent shows.

Tons of fun 
at tourism 
festival
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Li Hua and Shen Li

M
aker spaces and 
startup incubators 
along Caoyang Road 
in Putuo are giving 

a boost to the city’s young and 
emerging tech enterprises.

Yao Junjie is the founder of 
e-commerce startup Shanghai 
Zihu Information Technology 
Co Ltd, located at Metro Cloud 
Innovation Maker Space. 

According to Yao, finding a 
home for his young company 
was no easy feat. 

After failing to find space 
at several other locations, Yao 
tried his luck at Metro Cloud 
Innovation Maker Space, where 
many other entrepreneurs had 
already gathered. 

He soon found that the 
space’s operators were of-
fering a slew of incentives, 
including free office space for 
early-stage companies as well 
as services related to human 
resources and legal affairs.

Yao explained that the 
space’s operators also helped 
organize investor conferences, 
offering more opportunities 
for young entrepreneurs to 
receive fundings.

Since registering in the 
space in September 2014, Yao’s 
company has expanded. It now 
has more than 30 employees. 

The young company oper-
ates a cosmetics platform app 
Meihu, which has served more 
than 4,000 cosmetics shops 

Incubators help young startups grow in Putuo

Xu Wei

P
utuo will build up a 
science-based and 
innovation-driven tran-
sition practice area to 

attract talent from home and 
abroad and propel regional 
entrepreneurial economic 
development, officials said. 

A series of favorable fund-
ing policies and related 
measures will be offered in 
the area to support high-tech 
businesses and innovative 
projects.

According to Lu Jinping, 
deputy director of the Finance 
Bureau of Putuo District, offi-
cials will provide professional 
financing and management 
support for small- and 
medium-sized enterprises 
at various stages of their 
development. 

“Enterprises will also be 
offered convenient and more 
economical financial services 
covering loan application, 
insurance, risk analysis and 
management, project promo-
tion and financing,” Lu said.

Tax, accounting and legal 
professionals will also be 
invited by the government to 
offer a wide range of consult-
ing services.

Plenty of support handed out for small enterprises

THE Market Supervision 
and Management Bureau 
of Putuo District recently 
announced 11 policies to 
support the construction 
of a science-based and 
innovation-driven transi-
tion practice area.

Officials said they bor-
rowed successful measures 
from the China (Shanghai) 
Pilot Free Trade Zone and 
adapted them to meet the 
actual conditions in the 
district.

The 11 policies are aimed 
primarily at simplifying 
procedures related to 
business registration and 
equity establishment.

Xu Weigen, director 
of Shanghai Jinshajiang 
Removal Logistics Co Ltd, 
said these measures have 
made it easier to register 

and open new branches.
“Our company was 

among the first batch of 
enterprises to benefit from 
the new policies,” Xu said. 
“The policies have made 
the procedures much more 
convenient and easy.”

The bureau also offered 
orientation services to the 
district’s major business 
areas, including Chang-
feng Eco-Business Park, 
Taopu Technology Smart 
City, Zhenru Subcenter 
and Changshou Business 
Center. 

WeChat groups have 
been set up to quickly 
solve and coordinate 
work issues. Reservation 
services are also open to 
important business proj-
ects and large enterprises.

(Xu Wei)

Eased business registration

Young members of Shanghai Zihu Information Technology Co Ltd show their confidence at their 
office in Metro Cloud Innovation Space in Putuo.

and helped cut their purchas-
ing costs by as much as 30 
percent. 

It also received 5 million 
yuan (US$787,000) in angel 

funding in March 2015. 
Another business incuba-

tor along Caoyang Road is 

Tanjia28. 
This is where Ye Yangsheng, 

the creator of Lepod Beverage 
System, has his office.

Ye exhibited his Lepod tea-
making machine at the 2010 
Shanghai World Expo. 

Since then, he has done 

business in many parts of 
China, but finds Putou a 
especially promising place to 
manage his operation.

Because China’s tea market 
is one of the most competitive 
in the world, many people 
urged him to drop this idea. 

However, in Putuo, Ye claims 
to have found the right combi-
nation of technology, market 
exposure and financial sup-
port that he needed to grow 
his fledgling business.

Having set up show in the 
area back in 2008, Ye said 
that his rent has remained 
unchanged over the interven-
ing years. 

This devotion seems to be 
paying off. 

According to Ye, his bev-
erage system can now be 
found in many office towers 
and drink shops around the 
country. 

Shanghai municipality 
leaders visited Ye’s company 
recently and praised Putuo’s 
generosity to innovation. 
They also encouraging Ye’s 
company to apply for a public 
listing on the Shanghai Stock 
Exchange. 

Tanjia28’s general manager 
Tao Zibin told reporters that 
about 10 companies regis-
tered in the area are listed on 
the New Third Board of the 
Shanghai Stock Exchange, a 
development that has greatly 
raised the profile of Putuo as 
a supportive environment for 
startups. 

Tao added that these and 
other success stories have 
been made possible in large 
part thanks to the sincerity of 
Putuo’s government officials 
to promote the young emerg-
ing enterprises.

Meanwhile, the Science and 
Technology Commission of 
Putuo is developing co-work-
ing hubs for tech startups. 

The hubs will be mainly 
located in the south and north 
of Putuo District’s Zhangjiang 
Hi-tech Park branch, among 
other locations.

Coworking hubs
Officials said they plan 

to establish around 50 co-
working hubs in the district 
by 2018. These hubs are 
intended to provide low-cost 
work space, business services, 
mentoring and networking op-
portunities for entrepreneurs.

In accordance with national 
entrepreneurial development 
plans, authorities in Putuo 
have made considerable strides 
toward boosting the local 
economy with small business 
development and activities.

Over the past three years, 
the efforts of the local gov-
ernment have helped relieve 
unemployment pressure in 
the district, enhance indus-
trial competitiveness and 
improve the entrepreneurial 
environment.

More than 100 million yuan 
(US$15.7 million) has been 

Entrepreneurship Demonstra-
tion Park located on Ningxia 
Road is now in its final phase 
of construction. 

The park is slated to begin 

operation by the end of the 
year, when it will focus on the 
cultivation of businesses in 
various cultural and creative 
industries.

allocated to financially sup-
port promising enterprises. 

Five district-level entrepre-
neurial incubation bases have 
also been established and 
upgraded.

Authorities are offering 
entrepreneur education and 
training as well.

To provide a comfortable 
environment for startups and 
small businesses, the district 
will continue to enhance local 
industrial clusters, cultivate 
entrepreneurial culture and 
improve startup-oriented 
services.

Spreading knowledge
The public WeChat ac-

count “shcyh001,” which 
was launched by the govern-
ment two years ago, has 
developed into a mature 
online platform to offer 
entrepreneurial services and 
first-hand information. 

So far the WeChat account 
has attracted more than 
12,000 fans, who are able to 
use to it interact with men-
tors in various industries and 
receive information about the 
latest policies and resources.

Looking ahead, officials 
have stated that the Youth 
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Military parade 
leaves mark on 
visiting officials

Xu Zhigang
Deputy director of the Putuo 
Public Security Bureau’s 
Office of Population Affairs

Chen Dehua
Community police officer 
from Taopu Police Station

Zhang Xingru
Director of Putuo District 
Liqun Hospital

I saw their strong 
spirit to resist 
aggression and 
protect the country. 
How precious are 
the peaceful days we 
enjoy now! 

I was shocked, 
speechless. Our 
self-developed 
equipment shows 
the advanced 
development of the 
military industry 
and our increasing 
overall national 
strength with a 
greater impact on 
the world.

It is an honor shared 
by all staff in the 
medical care and 
sanitation system 
of Shanghai as well 
as the 1.3 million 
residents living in 
Putuo. 

Yao Jialin, Wu Guohua 
and Zhu Jing 

T
hree residents from 
Putuo District were for-
tunate enough to attend 
the military parade held 

on September 3 in Beijing which 
marked the 70th anniversary 
of the victory of the Chinese 
People’s War of Resistance 
against Japanese Aggression. 

These residents were: Zhang 
Xingru, director of Putuo District 
Liqun Hospital and deputy direc-
tor of Putuo Central Hospital; Xu 
Zhigang, deputy director of the 
Putuo Public Security Bureau’s 
Office of Population Affairs; and 
Chen Dehua, a community police 
officer from Taopu Police Station. 

All three say the message of 
President’s Xi Jinping’s speech 
left a deep impression on their 
minds, as did the parade itself 
and other events honoring the 
sacrifices of the Chinese people 
during the war.

The veteran formation was 
another memorable part of the 
parade. Xu said this display led 
him to reflect on the hardships 
faced by these and millions of 
other soldiers during 14 years of 
war.

“I saw their strong spirit to 
resist aggression and protect the 
country. How precious are the 
peaceful days we enjoy now! We 
should bear in mind the great 
truth of history and appreciate 
their sacrifice and the peace-
ful present,” said Xu, a former 
soldier.

Zhang noted that many veter-
ans from the United States and 
Russia who fought shoulder-to-
shoulder with Chinese people 
against the Japanese invaders 
were also among the inspection 
delegation. 

Zhang, Xu, and Chen all said 
that the key word of the event 
was “peace” — a word mentioned 
18 times in President Xi’s speech 
— while the grand celebration 
itself was meant to symbolize 
China’s peaceful development as 
a major player in today’s world. 

Chen was also impressed 
by the 500 pieces of military 
hardware on display during the 
parade. “When the tanks, missiles 
and unmanned aerial vehicles 
passed, it was such a magnificent 
scene. I was shocked, speechless. 
Our self-developed equipment 
shows the advanced development 

of the military industry and 
our increasing overall national 
strength with a greater impact on 
the world.”

As for President Xi’s announce-
ment that China’s military would 
be cut by 300,000 troops and 
promise to never seek hegemony 
or expansion, Xu observed: “This 
shows our military might ... it is 
China’s aim to maintain world 
peace and prosperity, which will 
benefit the restructuring of our 
armies and improve quality. It 
will help bolster the country’s 
economy and social development 
once the resources are better 
utilized.” 

For all three, the trip to Beijing 
was an unforgettable experience. 
“It is an honor shared by all staff 
in the medical care and sanita-
tion system of Shanghai as well 
as the 1.3 million residents living 
in Putuo,” said Zhang. 

Xu attended the parade as one 
of 60 national model officers 
who were transferred to civil 
assignments from the military. 
“The honor not only belongs to 
myself, but also belongs to all the 
transferred officers like me and 
policemen in Putuo,” he said. 

Chen was sleepless the night 
before the V-Day parade. “I got 
up at 4:30am and put on my 
uniform. I arrived at Tiananmen 
Square around 7am. When the 
choir sang revolutionary songs, 
I felt a surge of emotions inside. 
When it played the national 
anthem, the atmosphere became 
heated. It was such a touching 
scene that I was tearful.”

While several weeks have 
already elapsed since the big day, 
the trio say the event continues 
to inspire them to do better at 
their own jobs. 

“As an eye doctor, I will do my 
best to bring light to the blind 
and help more patients, devoting 
myself to them,” said Zhang.
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