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All Eyes On M&A
Ambitious economic develop-
ment plans are amplifying the 
need for restructuring and finan-
cial innovation, topics highlighted 
at a recent conference.  B3

Scan to explore more 
in your community

PeOPLe
Community Service
Volunteers affiliated with local 
companies, hospitals and civic 
groups are committed to making 
life better for people in Putuo, 
and beyond!   B4

Zhu Jing 

E
motions were running 
high during a radio talk 
show in which Putuo 
District Party Secretary 

Shi Xiaolin took some time to 
answer questions posed by the 
district’s residents. 

“Talk to District Party Secre-
tary” was broadcast on FM93.4 
last month. 

One issue that has caused 
much attention from the local 
residents is the closure of 
the fruit wholesale market on 
Caoyang Road, the last one 
that remained in the vicinity 
of the Inner Ring region. 

The market, Shi said, was 
closed after long consideration 
as it drew a plethora of issues, 
ranging from traffic jams to 
environmental concerns and 
issues regarding public safety. 

Shi also noted the posi-
tive effects the closure had. 
Emergency calls to police in 
the area had now declined 
by 30 percent — a drop she 
directly linked to the market’s 
shutdown. Waste management 
also improved, as the amount 
of waste collected in the area 
dropped from 25 tons per day 
to only one ton. 

Now that the market is gone, 
the local government has 
space to convert the area into 
a park that will be connected 
with Zhenru Subdistrict to 

Shi unveils future development plans
form a green business center, 
all according to the district’s 
“13th Five-Year Plan” (2016-
2020). 

Shi said that while more 
than 100 low-end markets 
currently remained in the 
district, the plan foresees the 
shutdown of more than 20 of 
them. They will be replaced 
with more modern shopping 
opportunities. 

A major target would also 
be the renovation and redevel-
opment of old communities 
within the district, according 
to Shi.

“By 2017, 55 polluted wa-
terways in the district will 
be cleaned up including the 
ecology recovery program,” 
she explained. 

Shi also said that the reloca-
tion of online-to-offline meal 
delivery service Ele.me was a 
big success for the district, as 
Putuo has long tried to create 
a better environment for busi-
nesses and start-ups. 

Asked about the district’s 
achievements regarding the 
environment, Shi said that 
Putuo was a hub for new 
technologies.

“We have abundant resourc-
es in science and innovation,” 
she said. 

The district recently intro-
duced 28 supporting policies 
to boost new technological 
developments and is already 

home to a large number of 
science research institutes, 
colleges, engineering research 
centers as well as the National 
Robot Testing and Evaluation 
Center. 

Another major issue that 
will be addressed as part of 
the plan is improved elderly 
care. Instead of living at a 
nursing home, the government 
aims to enable senior resi-
dents to continue living in the 
comfort of their own homes 
with the support of services 
such as meal delivery and 
psychological counseling.  

By 2017, 
55 polluted 
waterways in 
the district will 
be cleaned up.

Shi Xiaolin
Putuo District Party 
Secretary

A bird’s eye view of Caoyang community. Putuo officials have recently revealed plans of more renovation and redevelopment of old 
communities to improve the environment with cleaned-up waterways and expanded green spaces. — Qiao Renbin

The riverside space from Lanxi Road to Tongbai Road avails 
a green shelter to the nearby community after the Putuo 
government cleaned up the waterways. — Tang Xiaogang
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Shen Li

Life for the physically disabled and elderly 
in Putuo District is being improved, as 
all roads, historic neighborhoods and key 
public buildings are now equipped with a 
barrier-free facilities.

The Construction Administrative Com-
mission is also sending workers to repair 
or replace old or broken barrier-free 
facilities. 

The commission installed escalators at 

the overpass between Zhongshan Road N. 
and Jiaotong Road and said that residents 
welcomed their efforts.

The commission also helps old neigh-
borhoods to add barrier-free facilities 
and has completed more than 30,000 me-
ters of wheelchair ramps, about 260,000 
meters of handrails since 2003. it also 
completed one of the longest wheelchair 
ramps in Shanghai, and, at a length of 64 
meters, the longest in Putuo so far, it is 
located at Deyiyuan Neighborhood.

High barrier-free standards to new 
infrastructures such as Changfeng eco-
logical Business Park, district maternity 
and infant health institute, the fourth 
affiliated middle school of east China 
Normal University and the Parkside 
Plaza are also being implemented. 

The commission will focus on 
barrier-free facility construction in the 
development of Zhenru Area as a sub-
center of Shanghai and Taopu Science 
and Technology Smart City.

Yao Jialin, Wu Guohua, Wang 
Jiawen and Cai Jiayu

CALLigRAPHy, paint ings, 
traditional operas and operas 
took center stage during the 
one-month Suzhou Creek Cul-
ture festival, hosted by Putuo 
District and subdistricts and 
towns.

Tang Zhaoji Art gallery, a 
tribute to visual artist Tang 
Zhaoji who is best known 
for his painting of peonies, 
opened on October 31 in 
Changzheng Town. More 
than 100 artifacts created by 
Tang, including calligraphies, 
carvings, ceramics and yix-
ing Clay Teapots are being 
showcased, as well as paint-
ing with full colors using 
multiple techniques that 
combine Chinese and Western 
styles.

The art gallery took three 
years to complete and the 
Changzheng Community Art 
Activity Center, where the 
gallery is located, invited a 
professional troupe to play 
Kunqu Opera Peony Pavilion, 
which won long applause 
from the residents.

The center also hosted a 
week-long arts performance 
concluding with a folk song 
concert on October 30.

Xu Wei

P
rofessionals from the internation-
al e-commerce industrial chain, 
including retailers, suppliers, 
service providers and consumers, 

discussed the changing face of their in-
dustry during seminars and workshops 
at the 2015 eChinaexpo.

The expo, which was held at the Shang-
hai Convention and exhibition Center of 
international Sourcing in Putuo District 
from December 1 to 3, drew veterans as 
well as newcomers from the e-commerce 
field who shared their latest experiences 
and expertise regarding products and 
technology. They also exchanged views 
on the new opportunities and challenges 

of the global e-commerce industry.
Among many topics, the industry 

summit of the expo saw professionals 
discussed how e-retailers use big data 
for marketing success, how to improve 
users’ experience and how to create O2O 
(Online-to-Offline) strategies. They also 
demonstrated and studied successful 
cases of social media and omni-channel 
marketing.

The expo also offered a platform for 
business cooperation among domestic 
and overseas retailers, suppliers and 
service providers.

The industry summit was co-orga-
nized by Putuo District’s Zhonghuan 
Business and Trade Zone, an e-commerce 
demonstration base of the country.

According to Lu Ronggen, an official 
with Zhonghuan Business and Trade 
Zone, e-commerce has flourished in the 
zone, particularly in terms of policy sup-
port and infrastructure construction. 

A lot of e-retailers operating in the 
zone provide diversified services such as 
dining and tourism for local netizens. 

Traditional enterprises have also 
launched their own marketing and online 
shopping platforms and mobile apps.

The future development of the zone 
will also focus on connecting online and 
offline resources. Officials said that in 
two or three years, they will provide free 
Wi-fi service throughout the entire zone 
for all of its tenants, and that mobile 
payments will be widely available.

Luan Yinzhi 

CHARiTieS and social service 
organizations have a new part-
ner in the Putuo District Social 
Organization Zone, which was 
launched recently and aims to 
nurture and serve organiza-
tions working on livelihood 
programs. 

A total of 528 social or-
ganizations now operate in 
Putuo, with more than 70 
percent working on livelihood 
projects. 

The zone will support those 
who lack relevant experience 
and resources with the help 
of a so-called “1+X” incuba-
tion mechanism launched by 
the district. “1” stands for the 
district social organization 
park while “X” means local 
subdistricts and towns to 
set up venues that will foster 
organizations at local commu-
nity centers, youth centers and 
industrial parks.

So far, two social charity 
programs in Putuo have re-
ceived financial supports from 
the central government. “elder 
Care Secretary” is a program 
from Shanghai Changshou 
elder Care guidance Center 
that brings products and 
services directly to senior resi-
dents in local communities. 

“Oasis food Bank,” a pro-
gram by Shanghai Oasis 
Charity Development Center, 
collects food directly from 
farms, food manufacturers, 
food retailers and individuals 
with professional services in 
logistics and storage and then 
delivers to the disadvantaged 
groups.

Other organizations help 
families with autistic chil-
dren, elders suffering from 
dementia and seniors who live 
alone. Some organizations also 
provide first aid training and 
how to react in the event of an 
emergency or disaster. 

in Putuo, social organiza-
tions can take advantage of 
a series of financial support 
schemes and training pro-
grams. The district is going to 
set up a community founda-
tion in subdistricts, towns and 
industrial parks, which will 
provide support to the public 
service sectors such as social 
assistance. By now, Taopu 
Town Community foundation 
has been set up and registered 
as a trial. 

Under its new plan, the 
district aims to have six social 
organizations for every 10,000 
permanent residents within 
five years. 

The organizations will 
focus on social services in 
the sectors of community 
services, charity, culture and 
sport events, and mediation as 
well as community volunteer 
teams. 

(Translated by Zhu Jing)

E-commerce expo draws experts

Putuo a step closer to being barrier-free

Charities 
to get more 
help from 
new partner

Gallery, 
fests put 
spotlight on 
art, culture

yichuan Subdistrict hosted 
a city-wide Peking Opera 
contest attracting fans from 
all over Shanghai, which 
closed on November 1. The 
event, in which more than 
1,000 young, middle-aged 
and elderly fans joined, is a 
part of the Citizen Arts fes-
tival. A total of 46 finalists 
entered the final competition 
on October 31 and November 
1. 

The subdistrict also 

hosted a traditional opera 
performance.

Liu Haisu Art gallery’s 
Putuo branch and Putuo 
District Art gallery hosted 
a children and youth art 
exhibition from October 31.

The exhibits were selected 
from about 10,000 applica-
tions from children and 
youth in the city. A total 
of 181 youth and children 
finalists also took a live-
painting test under the 

watchful eyes of experts. 
A total of 54 paintings 

received prizes and an ad-
ditional 124 paintings were 
selected to be displayed in 
the gallery.

Meanwhile, Taopu Town 
opened its community 
cultural arts festival with a 
ceremony on October 30 that 
combined chorus, traditional 
Kungfu, Shanghai Opera and 
other arts.

(Translated by Shen Li)

Contestants perform in colorful costumes in the Peking Opera contest, part of this year’s Suzhou 
Creek Art Festival. — Wang Rongjiang
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Tom Qian

The 2015 China M&A An-
nual Conference was held in 
Putuo District on November 
4-5, with the theme of “The 
Belt and Road, Global Mergers 
and Acquisitions.” The event 
attracted a bevy of industry 
heavyweights and top of-
ficials, who gathered to take 
part in a series of keynote 
speeches, lectures and forums.

With the implementation of 
China’s “One Belt, One Road” 
initiative, many Chinese 
companies are going abroad 
in search of opportunities. 
Similarly, a growing number 
of local enterprises now regard 
expansion into the interna-
tional market as an important 
part of their growth strategy.

 At the fifth plenary session 
of the 18th CPC Central Com-
mittee, top leaders called for 
greater focus on innovation, 
coordination, environmental-
ly-friendly development and 
openness to realize the targets 
set in the government’s 13th 
five-year plan. 

Among these priorities, the 
concept of openness is meant 
to integrate China more deeply 
into the world economy by 
pursuing mutual benefits and 
“win-win” outcomes with other 
players in the global economy. 

For this reason Chinese 
investors should be encour-
aged to actively participate in 
global economic governance 
and the establishment of a 
wider community with com-
mon interests, said Wang 
Qinmin, vice chairman of the 
12th Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference and 
chairman of the All-China 

Federation of Industry and 
Commerce, during a speech at 
the event.

Shanghai established an 
M&A financial hub in April 
2014, attracting over 1,100 
members and accelerating the 
improvement of market func-
tions of the city’s international 
financial center, explained 
Shanghai’s Mayor Yang Xiong. 
This development took place 
against the backdrop of scien-
tific progress and industrial 
transformation, factors which 
are themselves accelerating 
the development of the global 
M&A market, Yang added.

Authorities in Putuo have 
been active in developing the 
local financial industry in 
recent years, and officials be-
lieve the recent conference will 
mark a new milestone in the 
district’s industrial upgrading 
and transformation efforts.

Putuo’s own M&A financial 
hub already includes the 
Shanghai United Assets and 
equity exchange, over 1,000 
registered foundations and 
six banks. In the future, Putuo 
officials plan to set up the 
Shanghai International M&A 
exchange Center.

For its efforts to date, the 
Putuo district government 
received the M&A Promotion 
Award at the conference.

On a related note, the 
Museum of Mergers and Acqui-
sitions opened to the public at 
Changfeng eco-Business Park 
in Putuo on November 4. The 
attraction is believed to be the 
first museum in the world de-
voted to M&A. Representatives 
from M&A associations in the 
US, Japan and South Korea at-
tended the opening ceremony.

Putuo District hosts annual M&A conference

Tom Qian

ChANGFeNG eco-Business Park in Putuo Dis-
trict made history early last month, when it 
opened the world’s first museum devoted to 
mergers and acquisitions.

Visitors to the aptly named Museum of 
Mergers and Acquisitions  can learn about this 
important component of the global financial 
market through films and exhibitions.

Among the films visitors can watch is “Pi-
rates of Silicon Valley,” which tells the story 
of Microsoft and Apple during their days as 
humble start-ups. They can also view “Other 
People’s Money,” a film highlighting the role 
lawyers play in the M&A process.

Visitors can also learn about the evolution 

of the financial industry in Shanghai and 
the rest of China. 

Among the artifacts on display are 20 old 
Chinese bookkeeping instruments, includ-
ing an abacus, brushes, seals, ink-stones, 
letter paper and account books.

The museum is the fifth museum in China 
dedicated to the finance industry. Other 
related institutions include the Chinese 
Museum of Finance in Tianjin, the Chinese 
Museum of Funds in Suzhou, the Museum of 
Global Finance in Beijing and the Museum of 
Internet Finance also in Beijing. 

The museum is open to the public from 
Monday to Friday. It will host symposiums 
and seminars on M&A-related topics, as well 
as book reading parties and concerts.

First-of-its-kind museum now open

The newly opened merger and acquisition-themed museum in Putuo attract throngs of visitors.

Li Xinran

A
uthorities in Putuo 
District have 
amended preferential 
policies for mergers 

and acquisitions by institu-
tions in a local zone dedicated 
to M&A deals. 

Among the amendments 
are industry specific guide-
lines intended to promote 
M&A transactions in key 
industries.

This is part of the district 
government’s plans to en-
courage preferred businesses 
to agglomerate in the area.

By the end of the third 
quarter, the Shanghai United 
Assets and equity exchange 
offered M&A services to over 
12,000 enterprises in the 
Putuo Merger and Acquisition 
Finance Gathering Area.

These transactions in-
volved some 102 billion yuan 
(US$15.96 billion), up 44 per-
cent year-on-year. Meanwhile, 

Authorities expand on restructuring measures

year-on-year revenue growth 
within Putuo’s financial 
industry is said to have hit 
124.8 percent.

“Rules and facilities in the 
gathering area will be further 

improved in the next five 
years,” said Cheng Xiangmin, 
Putuo’s governor.

One major goal of the 
latest policy package is to 
optimize the upgrading 

of key industries through 
restructuring. 

Toward this end, authori-
ties have created new policies 
which encourage venture 
capital investment in high-
tech incubators. 

There are also new mea-
sures promoting cross-border 
M&A deals. Dongdu Interna-
tional Group, for example, 
spent US$16.4 million buying 
three landmark buildings in 
Detroit, Michigan, the United 
States. 

Under the new policies, 
government-guided funds 
will give priority to investors 
with plans to take stakes in 
Putuo enterprises.

District authorities are also 
trying to lure capital into the 
construction of group in-
novation spaces and business 
incubators.

With the help of M&A 
investors, food delivery 
company ele.me is said to 
have raised US$1.5 billion in 

series-F funding. Meanwhile, 
four companies including 
Shanghai eshop Technology 
Co Ltd and Shanghai Dnion 
Information Technology Co 
Ltd are now listed on the local 
over-the-counter market. 

Professionals and business 
associations are also taking 
part in these efforts. Al-
ready the China Mergers and 
Acquisitions Association and 
Shanghai Pudong Develop-
ment Bank have jointly set up 
a financing alliance with 100 
billion yuan in funds. 

The Shanghai Bar Associa-
tion M&A committee offers 
legal services to clients in the 
gathering area. An arbitration 
center and an M&A service 
organization are under 
construction. 

The district will support 
Shanghai United Assets and 
equity exchange to tap the 
value of the mechanism to 
realize the benefits of innova-
tion, officials said. 

Putuo Merger and Acquisition Finance Gathering Area
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Volunteer groups improve life in Putuo District
Xu Wei

V
olunteer teams were out in 
full force in Putuo District 
to mark International Volun-
teer Day on December 5. Yet 

for many community groups in the 
district, volunteer services is a year-
round commitment.

One of the district’s newest volun-
teer teams is organized by Putuo City 
Construction Investment. During the 
group’s launch at Changfeng Park 
at the start of the month, over 200 
volunteers — who represent only a 
portion of the group’s total member-
ship — offered a variety of consulting 
services. 

Experts from the group shared their 
knowledge with local residents on 
various topics, including nutrition, 
seasonal health care, home decorating, 
home horticulture, indoor pollution 
control and the importance of garbage 
sorting. They also provided residents 
with the latest information on policies 
pertaining to public rental housing, 
senior citizens’ clubs and nursing 
homes.

Officials from Putuo City Construc-
tion Investment said themed volunteer 
events and programs arranged by the 
group will be organized each weekend 
this month.

During these events, small groups 
of volunteers will visit residential 
communities where they will provide 
services and host leisure activities 
for residents, particularly the elderly, 
the disabled, the poor and migrant 
workers. 

Professionals will also offer a variety 
of repair and maintenance services 
to elderly persons living in nursing 
homes.

Care for the elderly
Several members of the team now 

regularly provide care to elderly resi-
dents of Putuo who live alone. They 
regularly offer cleaning services and 
spend time with the elderly to keep 
them company.

Meanwhile, the Lark Bird volunteer 
group, founded in 2005 and based in 
the Caoyang area of Putuo, operates 
volunteer service stations covering 
local communities. Over the past 10 
years, its members have regularly 
come to the aid of local people and 
families.

For instance, Lark Bird volunteers 
with medical expertise have offered 
health care consultations, lectures and 
treatment to seniors. Volunteers have 
also helped to mediate and resolve 
family disputes.

Lu Yao, a Lark Bird member, says 
that the group has a total of 9,616 reg-
istered volunteers. Their work covers 
a wide range of functions and services 
in the community.

“Lark Bird has become a trustworthy 
brand for local people after 10 years 
of development,” Lu explained. “Cur-
rently, retired people still make up a 
large proportion of the group. We hope 
that more and more young people with 
expertise and volunteer experience 
can join us in the future.”

Better environment
Recently at the Xing Yang Yuan 

resident community, the group helped 
beautify its buildings with green 
plants. A charity auction for green 
plant seeds was also held to encourage 
people to take up home growing.

Volunteers with the group have 
opened a special WeChat public ac-
count to spread information about 
events and happenings.

Another group getting attention is 
the volunteer community at the Putuo 
District Central Hospital. Indeed, this 
group has received various state- and 
city-level honors over the years. Its 
digital database includes information 
on 1,707 volunteers, many of whom 
are medical professionals and social 
workers.

Over the years, the group’s kindness 
has spread beyond Putuo. Since 2006, 
medical staff at the hospital have trav-
eled to remote and poverty-stricken 
areas of China to offer free treatment.

The hospital’s volunteer community 
has also cooperated with neighboring 
community service centers, schools 
and enterprises on a host of charity 
events. 

The group includes many non-medi-
cal professionals, including volunteers 
from colleges and performing troupes 
who organize singing and arts events 
to bring joy and comfort to the hospi-
tal’s patients. Children at the hospital 
also receive special care and rehabili-
tation assistance from the volunteers.

This year, many young teachers in 

the district have also taken part in 
volunteer programs related to educa-
tion, the humanities, environmental 
protection, science and technology. For 
instance, these volunteers have taught 
white-collar workers how to improve 
their health with simple exercises. 
Recently, the group also held a sports 
event designed to encourage physical 
activity among children.

Suzhou Creek, which passes through 
Putuo, has been a witness to Shang-
hai’s development. Earlier this month, 

volunteers walked along the river and 
took photos showing the progress and 
vitality of Putuo. 

They also shared these photos 
and knowledge about the culture of 
Suzhou Creek with people in local 
communities.

Meanwhile, alley games including 
hoop rolling, hopscotch and Chinese 
yo-yos were arranged for residents. 
These games evoked a nostalgic mood 
among many adults for their carefree 
childhood days.

Lark Bird has become a 
trustworthy brand for local people 
after 10 years of development.

Lu Yao
A member of the Lark Bird charity group in Putuo

1. A resident donates at a charity event held by the Lark Bird charity group. 
2. Volunteers from Putuo City Construction Investment help repair the road for residents in the 
Taibang Lane. 
3. Members of the volunteer group from Putuo District Central Hospital give a music performance 
to cheer up the hospitalized children. 
4. Volunteers from Putuo’s education sector organize a sports event for children to encourage 
physical activity among the kids. 
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